
 
 

 

 

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES:  

*TODAY* Friday 27th September 2024 @ 5pm:   

Deadline for 2024 Learner Fund Graduate and Childminder Bursary Applications 

 

Friday 11th October 2024 

Deadline for return of Children and Young People’s Plan Consultation submissions.  

 

Thursday 24th October 2024 @5pm 

AIM level 1 LINC Coordinator deadline for new graduates to receive funding backdated to the start of the 

programme year or the LINC Coordinators start date. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Equal Start 

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) announced the first group of 

early learning and childcare settings to receive a funding boost through the Equal Start scheme. Click here for 

the press release by Minister O'Gorman. Equal Start is a new, DEIS-style funding model. It provides a set of 

universal and targeted measures to support access to, and full participation in, early learning and childcare for 

children and their families who experience disadvantage. 

▪ 621 early learning and childcare settings have accepted the Equal Start priority designation   to date. 

▪ These settings been objectively identified as operating in the context of the highest levels of concentrated 

disadvantage. 

 

NCS Policy Guidelines Update 

Some changes have been made to the policy guidelines to clarify existing rules for providers 

and parents. A summary of the changes is detailed in the announcement section on Hive. 

 Weekly Bulletin – This Week in Childcare: 20th - 27th September 2024 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2F36add-35000-children-experiencing-disadvantage-to-benefit-from-funding-boost-for-early-learning-and-childcare-settings%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535761292%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=obqwedQNAdNbu0Q8mEnLDf%2FYrhtTq2adm277tJ6h3w4%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

AIM Level 1 (Linc Coordinator)  

The AIM Level 1 application process has now opened on Early Years Hive for services with new 

graduates of the Leadership for Inclusion (LINC) programme.  A ‘new graduate’ refers to any person graduating in 

October 2024.  Applications received by 5pm on Thursday 24th October 2024 will be awarded the additional 

capitation from the Inclusion Co-Ordinator's employment start date relevant to the 2024/25 programme 

year. Applicants are encouraged to apply early, as any applications received after this date will not be backdated.    

Applications must be submitted via the Early Years Hive. Applicant guidelines can be found here.  

 

Compliance Framework Guidance 

The DCEDIY circulated the Compliance Framework Guidance document this week outlining the levels of support. 

The document and FAQ are available in English and Irish: 

FINAL DCEDIY Compliance Framework Overview IRISH (Final) 

FINAL DCEDIY Compliance Framework Overview (Final) 

FINAL DCEDIY Compliance Framework FAQs IRISH (Final) 

FINAL DCEDIY Compliance Framework FAQs (Final) 

 

Financial Management Tool Year 3  

DCEDIY has now made available the Financial Management Tool Year 3 Trial Balance 

(2024/2025) and associated documentation.  The Financial Management Tool Year 3 is 

available for download from the Hive  for service providers who wish to use it.    

Fee Increase Assessment and Approval Process  

To submit an expression of interest in the Fee Increase Assessment and Approval Process, Partner Services can 

contact Pamela or email pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com.  Applicant Guidelines can be found on the Hive> 

Resources> Programme Documents> Guidelines on Fee Management 

 

Minister O’Gorman publishes new regulations for childminding 

Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O’Gorman, announced the publication 

of the new Childminding Regulations, which will come into effect on 30th September.  For further information 

please click here. 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fbetter-start-aim%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535782464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gNt0EKlcCsRhVy%2BXqROgNRPPVMwyW4igC81SC2AWbfM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.pobal.ie%2FPortals%2Fccp%2FDocuments%2520Latest%2FFINAL%2520DCEDIY%2520Compliance%2520Framework%2520Overview%2520IRISH%2520(Final).pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535797902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kK1Q5Gp%2BKGCMLF4rtMTwPMwXpUFvSQaLvPa8tdyOgwc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.pobal.ie%2FPortals%2Fccp%2FDocuments%2520Latest%2FFINAL%2520DCEDIY%2520Compliance%2520Framework%2520Overview%2520(Final).pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535813269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iZlXDe0gJ5nGje%2FagcYeN%2FNv4nw3C%2F6ENFzB4wgTYvA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.pobal.ie%2FPortals%2Fccp%2FDocuments%2520Latest%2FFINAL%2520DCEDIY%2520Compliance%2520Framework%2520FAQs%2520IRISH%2520(Final).pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535831091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qo%2F%2BYQr0QfJcSvIPeOW%2F0or22NgIXyAdodnrmXpTtFo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintranet.pobal.ie%2FPortals%2Fccp%2FDocuments%2520Latest%2FFINAL%2520DCEDIY%2520Compliance%2520Framework%2520FAQs%2520(Final).pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535846737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NYLdQ%2FcWe6k1iCv2XboBcbmGbia5F25VOTv0jMHEFNw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535868115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FCXUKywJudj6YZWUtaNqypS693kpxwbvnBrZbAjuH4s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2F4e548-minister-ogorman-publishes-new-regulations-for-childminding-paving-way-for-childminders-to-come-into-national-childcare-scheme%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535891371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=petUEWw%2BNCCcSPCN1XEcDWigEbcfiWKO2qXdhjByFh8%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

Pre-Registration Training for Childminders 

Kerry County Childcare Committee are delighted to announce the commencement of the Pre-Registration Training 

for childminders. This training will support participants to understand the new childminding regulations and will 

provide all the information required to register with Tusla (see leaflet attached). This is a FREE training course and 

takes approximately 7 hours to complete. For further information please contact Amy on 066 7181582 or email 

amy@kerrycountychildcare.com 

If these training dates don’t suit you, please contact Amy and we will add your name to a waiting list for the next 

training course. 

 

 

2024 Learner Fund Graduate and Childminder Bursary  

The Learner Fund Graduate and Childminder Bursary 2024 offers a bursary to early years educators and registered 

childminders, who are working in the sector, and have obtained a recognised Level 7/8/9 award. There is also a 

bursary available for registered childminders who have completed a Level 5 or 6 award. Please contact 

eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com for application forms and guidance.  

 

Please note the closing date for complete applications is today 27th September 2024. 

mailto:info@corkchildcare.ie


 
 

 

Happy Talk 

Happy Talk for September is attached. The topic this month is Learning Language - Let’s Talk Happy Talk! 

 



 
 

 

Covid Case Advice  

Please see below links to relevant information: 

Preventing the spread of covid 19 in school or childcare - HSE  

Management of Infectious Disease in Childcare Facilities and Other Childcare Settings (2012)     

General Covid-19 queries:  Contact HSE on 1800 700 700 between 8 am and 8 pm Monday to Friday and 9 am - 

5 pm Saturday and Sunday / HSE Covid 19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fconditions%2Fcovid19%2Fpreventing-the-spread%2Fchild-returning-to-school-or-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535966396%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ro7%2BMCu7QrjY7AjALCzv5DH7ZddN7GzAiilsJbKHSDY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hpsc.ie%2Fa-z%2Flifestages%2Fchildcare%2FFile%2C13444%2Cen.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535981714%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RpWhpnyznDnEu5zQTDkgnGGeT%2FT0CswS3hQbmMHONdo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.hse.ie%2Fconditions%2Fcovid19%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccatherine%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C5f2ca2ae5e2948bec85608dcdee0865d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C638630306535996820%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=umOMHZFfxsubyjutrdcns%2BZ2hi5yN3nQExGjhAmKktY%3D&reserved=0

