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Dear Colleagues 

We would like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful New Year.  These are the 

announcements for the week 5th – 9th January 2026. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

 
 
New Action Plans for the Early Learning and Care and School-Age 

Childcare Sector 

Two new action plans for the early learning and care and school-age childcare 

sector have been published by Minister Foley.  

The ‘Shaping the Future: Early Years Action Plan’ commits to actions in 2026 to make services more 

affordable, accessible and improve quality. 

The ‘Simplify and Support: Action Plan for Simplification’ will streamline administration and 

regulation, helping providers, educators, practitioners and parents navigate the system more easily. 

 

Closures & Changes  

Pobal has updated the online process for reporting changes of circumstance, 

including changes of address, changes of ownership, changes of legal 

structure & exit from one or more programmes.   

Both Service Provider closure and Organisation closure can also be reported online.  

More information can be found in the links below: 

Webinar recording                                      Early Years Hive resources 

 

Content and Language Integrated Learning in Early Learning  

and Care Settings 

Better Start have organised an online webinar for Early Years Educators who are interested in 

introducing Irish as part of their daily routine with children. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.sensorpro.net%2Frun%2FUrl.aspx%3Fm1%3DOHNkCfMnyVzQctdX2YSR8VJBzbPWw7yKUTvtMrGkr0MaaL-v3BlkshnrTUPK77BjEANbbr48v40_zes7_ethtwhd%257cb8p83dX3Ph-JMRL9on9uNIgepJ5ue2uBT4asxhpcExz2dDush.Qz6CZGO3tHD1EszYcC3kFQeGY_zes7_zwaw%26d2%3D%26l1%3D1080682&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118405762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xKLsMEvukNTIGZvFNgPjL8ldtcPHzyYoOUqZCIAuUBQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe.sensorpro.net%2Frun%2FUrl.aspx%3Fm1%3DyL9fLxWf5Nb1Gb4DmzZDL3S7brQ3EYDyQN3.7Z.FPytL9djiGzOFNKhNLzbimcK0rigV0QN4nDI_zes7_ethtwhs%257cb8p83dX3Ph-JMRL9on9uNIgepJ5ue2uBT4asxhpcExz2dDush.Qz6CZGO3tHD1EszYcC3kFQeGY_zes7_zwaw%26d2%3D%26l1%3D1080683&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118444726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Q65tWe6QCCnCv%2F9YMC9s1Le7efRfpJNAxTxgrAb9s8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Ftraining-videos%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118475040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b6kNDjpSAEbQ0NYbRTOANkWnA54ESQJ%2FcOoQrl4i7Vk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fcross-programme-documents%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118505392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rrc2HonII9V6YuLyU2R2fluvv5oz3edq%2Bky4Z95zcBk%3D&reserved=0


Further details and registration for the webinar can be accessed here 

 

 

 
 

Marino Institute of Education Research 

Marino Institute of Education are inviting educators/managers to take part in a research study 

examining the experiences of migrant early years educators and managers working in Ireland, with 

a view to understanding educators and managers professional journey in the Irish early years 

education system.   

For further information on this research or to take part in the research, please see attached 

information sheet. 

 

Happy Talk Calendar 

Please see attached and below the Happy Talk Calendar for January 2026.   

The Theme of this month’s calendar is Tune in, Turn Off. 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/7a1d2bd1-ecf3-473c-90e9-9e7459f2f592@aeae5436-a997-489f-b0e1-ae283ced47f7


 

 
 

Review of Diversity, Equality & Inclusion Charter, Guidelines and 

Training 

Collette Murray & Sharon Skehill of Technological University Dublin are leading a 

revision of the Diversity Equality & Inclusion Charter and Guidelines and DEI 

training.  They are inviting educators who have participated on the training to attend an online 

session to share their views on the revision of the Charter, Guidelines and workshop. 

 



They hope to have an on-line consultation on the week of the 12th of January for approximately 1 

hour and 30 minutes.  If you are interested in participating on this on-line consultation and sharing 

your views, please contact sharon.skehill@tudublin.ie by January 9th.  

 

Tusla Update – Policy Guidance Documents 

Tusla have updated Policy Guidance Documents for the Early Years Sector on 

their website. The documents can be access from Early Years Provider Resources  page or directly 

on the new Policy Guidance Documents for the Early Years Sector page.  There is an updated and 

revised A Practical Guide to Developing Policies, Procedures and Statements in Early Years 

Services 

Tusla have advised that: 

• Anyone making a new application should consult the updated documentation before they 

make their application to register and ensure their policies align with this guidance.  

• There is no expectation for existing services to redevelop policies immediately- services may 

decide to gradually review and update each policy over time or to make a plan to review and 

update all when they are considering their policies on next annual review.    

• Existing registered providers should familiarise themselves with guidance notes as they look 

and read differently, even if same core requirements as per the Quality & Regulatory 

Framework.   

 

 

mailto:sharon.skehill@tudublin.ie
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fservices%2Fpreschool-services%2Fearly-years-providers%2Fearly-years-provider-resources%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118696448%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J4w6YR7gGCSQBIMPDOdFAEvmpg%2BsnzyNZu7YFWjLmHA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fservices%2Fpreschool-services%2Fearly-years-providers%2Fearly-years-provider-resources%2Fpolicy-guidance-documents-for-the-early-years-sector%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118716913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xsxpLIo730Tssx%2FfSWzaiZmIMIovlSXdli5UtY1HO%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fuploads%2Fcontent%2FGuidance_on_Developing_Policies%252C_Procedures_and_Statements.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118739519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YDiKmVxpIp92Q7MKqpPe8a8trMyYUoIpQbWBBsTxr%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fuploads%2Fcontent%2FGuidance_on_Developing_Policies%252C_Procedures_and_Statements.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Ce7d22f8f46c541c0185d08de4f690252%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639035510118739519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YDiKmVxpIp92Q7MKqpPe8a8trMyYUoIpQbWBBsTxr%2FE%3D&reserved=0


 

Childminders Network Meeting 

The next meeting of the Kerry Childminders Network will take place on 

29th January  2026 @ 19.30 in the Kerry County Childcare Committee office (V92 DA22).  

The meeting is open to all childminders.  

To book your place please contact Amy: amy@kerrycountychildcare.com  / 087 7885114 

 

Kerry County Childcare Committee Website and Facebook Page     

We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page here  for 

lots of updates and relevant information. 

 

Kind Regards, 

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

 

 

mailto:amy@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee

