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Dear Colleagues

These are the announcements for the 16'"- 20" February 2026

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES

FEBRUARY 2026 &

Key Dates
1 2 3 4 5 6 7z
8 9 10 n ghildtminding 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
v
odayes
22 23 24 25 26 27 G 28
for year 3 Core
Batance na_»s:ucc:;/s:;zs
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Barnardos Webinar — Understanding Young Childrens Behaviour e
) . Barnardos
in Early Learning and Care
Kerry CCC together with Barnardos are excited to offer this free online Webinar 0‘ Childcare
i omm

Colste Ciram Lsara Chisersd

to ELC Educators, SAC practitioners and Childminders in Kerry.

Date: 3 March 2026
Time: 18.30pm -20.30pm

Venue: Online

Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com (include full name and email address of those

interested in registering)
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Core Funding Financial Reporting Requirements for 2024/25 ¢f Together

forBetter
Early Learning and Childcare

Programme Year
All Partner Services who received Core Funding during the 2024/25 Programme

Year are required to engage an accountant to submit a full Trial Balance for Year 3 of Core Funding.

The CFCRRS portal will open from Friday 27*" February 2026 and will close on 31/03/2026.

Supporting documents are available here.

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 4 Nurturing Skills
Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSFL) is expected to open for

applications in Mid-March 2026. NSLF aims to support ELC educators to pursue a Level 7 or Level 8

approved childcare qualification. The eligibility criteria are stated on the attached document.

Exploring and Understanding the Updated Aistear Webinar

The National Siolta Aistear Initiative, in partnership with the National Council

for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and early years educators working in
practice are hosting a national webinar series called: Exploring and
Understanding the Updated Aistear: A National Webinar Series.

The first webinar of the series will be held online on Tuesday, February 24", from 7 - 8 30pm. It is
opento all early year’s educators. Please register your interest in this webinar at this link - Bringing

Aistear’s image of the baby, toddler and young child to life in practice



https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf5bf5b968bfe430a961308de706619b2%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639071781003007938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eL7hzitRUg1LEgbS3gsj3oiJXs9kWzKNtXR9s1P4%2FeE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf5bf5b968bfe430a961308de706619b2%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639071781003035067%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cNjuK9xbVvqbqcD%2FTTs72EBA%2FZXuT8GGMfvJ54m%2FT50%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterstart.ie%2Ftraining-events%2Fwebinar-1-bringing-aistears-image-of-the-baby-toddler-and-young-child-to-life-in-practice%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C781ff92d8d7d4e2e43c608de6aeb69e5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639065756559598157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tdyoTZds6t7Qz6ZP4LHbx4WN3kKN1NNpg3KlI6m1qWI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterstart.ie%2Ftraining-events%2Fwebinar-1-bringing-aistears-image-of-the-baby-toddler-and-young-child-to-life-in-practice%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C781ff92d8d7d4e2e43c608de6aeb69e5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639065756559598157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tdyoTZds6t7Qz6ZP4LHbx4WN3kKN1NNpg3KlI6m1qWI%3D&reserved=0

Online AIM Information Sessions - Parents and Providers

The Better Start AIM team are hosting two online AIM information sessions, one for Providers and
one for Parents. Details for both are outlined below. We would be grateful if you could pass this
information on to any parents that you know who might be interested and, if possible, share the

attached poster on your Social Media.

AIM Information Sessions for Providers
Date: Tuesday 24/03/2026 Time: 19.00 -20.00

Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com

AIM Information Sessions for Parents
Date: Wednesday 25/03/2026 Time: 19.00 -20.00

Bookings: info@kerrycountychildcare.com or phone on 066 7181582

4 Childcare

AIM Parents Online AIM Information Session ;" commiee
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INCLUSION MODEL

Is your child attending preschool or due to start the free ECCE pre-school programme in
September 2026?
Do you have any concerns about their development/interactions and feel additional support in their

pre-school might help?

The Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) is designed to help all children get the most out of their

preschool years.

The Access and Inclusion Model
Learning and playing together -

The AIM Team will host an on-line information session for parents interested in finding out
more about the AIM programme. Information on AIM Plus (term time and non term time) will
also be provided.

Wednesday, 25" March 2026 7.00pm - 8pm

Bookings Kerry CCC on 066 7181582 / info@kerrycountychildcare.com

QIPP Report Template 2025/26 is Open for Completion ' ToBgether
forBetter

Early Learning and Childcare

The Core Funding Quality and Inclusive Practice Plan (QIPP) Report Template
2025/26 is now open on the Core Funding Contractual Requirements Reporting
System Portal https://www.cfcrrs.ie/

The deadline for completion of the 2025/26 QIPP Reportis Friday 31 July 2026.

For support please contact Rachel: 066 7181582 / rachel@kerrycountychildcare.com
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Childminding Development Grant 2026

National Action Plan
On 9th February, Norma Foley, Minister for Children, Disability & for Childminding
2021-2028

Equality, announced the opening of the 2026 Childminding

Development Grant. The grant application window is from Wednesday, 11" February to

Wednesday, 15* April 2026.
For further information about the Childminding Development Grant 2026, including the application

form, contact Amy: 087 7885114 / amy@kerrycountychildcare.com

Integrated and Playful STEM Webinar

This webinar is suitable for teachers and SNAs of preschool, Junior and Senior Infant classes. It
looks at how we can integrate STEM into our preschool and primary school curriculum through
play-based activities while also achieving key learning outcomes.

Dates: Thursday 26" February 2026

Time: 7-8.30 pm

Facilitator:  Paula Walsh

If you are interested in attending the webinar, please register here.

The First Five Years and School-Age Childcare Consultation Survey

Minister for Children, Disability and Equality, Norma Foley, today launched a new @

12 question survey for parents, early years educators, providers and other

An Roinn Leanai, Michuma
agus Comhionannais
Department of Children,

stakeholders as part of the National Conversation on Education. The survey seeks isabiliey and Equalicy
views on priorities for early learning and care, school-age childcare and childminding. The online

survey can be accessed here.

Free Job Vacancy Advertising on our Website oglk Chidcare

o Committee
' Colste Ciiram Lesnal Chiserad

https://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/local-jobs-board-for-kerry/

If you would like to post an advert please contact kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com

We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page here for lots of updates

and relevant information.

Kind Regards

Kerry County Childcare Committee
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