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Dear Colleagues 

These are the announcements for the 9th – 13th February 2026 
 

 

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Core Funding Review & Confirm 

The February Review and Confirm window closes tomorrow 14th February 

2026. If your service requires support, additional resources are available under the Core Funding 

Documents and Help and Support sections on the Early Years Hive. 
 

For further support with Review and Confirm please contact Pamela on: 066 7181582 / 

pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com 
 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cdf8f4046a9d14ab65eea08de656a1d9d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639059703624634370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8SbsuQfTqR%2BZVP4nz8OSXXxNWvGLDMSYX2x%2BLO9n75w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cdf8f4046a9d14ab65eea08de656a1d9d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639059703624634370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8SbsuQfTqR%2BZVP4nz8OSXXxNWvGLDMSYX2x%2BLO9n75w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fcorefundingguides%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cdf8f4046a9d14ab65eea08de656a1d9d%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639059703624687963%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=imbLak6WZ%2FikNJ30tuTf7l%2BgXc83RlbgBWSw%2B8XqAkA%3D&reserved=0


  

 

Barnardos Webinar – Understanding Young Childrens Behaviour 

in Early Learning and Care 
 

Kerry CCC together with Barnardos are excited to offer this free online Webinar 

to ELC Educators, SAC practitioners and Childminders in Kerry.  
 

Date: 3rd March 2026   

Time: 18.30pm – 20.30pm   

Venue: Online 

Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com (include full name and email address of those 

interested in registering) 

Please note: Places are limited to 5 per service but we are taking names for a waiting list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Core Funding Financial Reporting Requirements for 2024/25 

Programme Year 

Any service provider in receipt of a Core Funding grant during the 2024/25 

Programme Year is required to engage an accountant to submit a full Trial Balance for Year 3 of Core 

Funding.  

The portal will open from Friday 27th February www.cfcrrs.ie   

Supporting documents are available here. 

 

Aistear Webinar   

The National Síolta Aistear Initiative, in partnership with the National Council 

for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) and early years educators working in 

practice are hosting a national webinar series called: Exploring and 

Understanding the Updated Aistear: A National Webinar Series.  

 

The first webinar of the series will be held online on Tuesday, February 24th, from 7 - 8 30pm. It is 

open to all early year’s educators working with babies, toddlers and young children. Please register 

your interest in this webinar at this link  - Bringing Aistear’s image of the baby, toddler and young 

child to life in practice 

 

NCS, ECCE & CCSP Saver Programme February mid-term 
maintenance  

As the February mid-term approaches, it may be necessary to make the 
following changes on your Early Years Hive: 

• NCS: Service Calendar and Returns 

• ECCE: Service Calendar 

• CCSP Saver Programme: Amending Sessions (e.g. a child is moving from part-time to full-
time) 

If your service is closed for a full week and at least one of those days is designated as a subsidised 
closure, you will be given the option to request a bridging payment for the closed week(s) on the 
NCS return one week prior to the closure.  

It is advised to make any necessary changes as soon as possible to ensure there are no issues 
when returns are submitted and payments processed. 

More details can be found on Hive in the announcement dated 6th February 2026. 

 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C1fc4865be2d24a3f9a6d08de5feca98c%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639053667310519711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VndLtJjw%2FMVhoA6yYmH08PNkaGxxvym3azl71w2z6ZI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C781ff92d8d7d4e2e43c608de6aeb69e5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639065756559509973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CwiU6zSqdfa0UvcLaHUHBVHyuOABLlVXhFN3urEW9yk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterstart.ie%2Ftraining-events%2Fwebinar-1-bringing-aistears-image-of-the-baby-toddler-and-young-child-to-life-in-practice%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C781ff92d8d7d4e2e43c608de6aeb69e5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639065756559598157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tdyoTZds6t7Qz6ZP4LHbx4WN3kKN1NNpg3KlI6m1qWI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.betterstart.ie%2Ftraining-events%2Fwebinar-1-bringing-aistears-image-of-the-baby-toddler-and-young-child-to-life-in-practice%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C781ff92d8d7d4e2e43c608de6aeb69e5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639065756559598157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tdyoTZds6t7Qz6ZP4LHbx4WN3kKN1NNpg3KlI6m1qWI%3D&reserved=0


 

QIPP Report Template 2025/26 is Open for Completion  

The Core Funding Quality and Inclusive Practice Plan (QIPP) Report Template 

2025/26 is now open on the Core Funding Contractual Requirements Reporting 

System Portal https://www.cfcrrs.ie/ 

The deadline for completion of the 2025/26 QIPP Report is Friday 31 July 2026.  

For support please contact Rachel: 066 7181582 / rachel@kerrycountychildcare.com 

  

Parent & Toddler Group Grants 2026 

Parent & Toddler Group Grants 2026 applications are open until Friday 20th  February 

2026.  The closing date for receipt of complete applications from Parent & Toddler 

groups is Friday 20th February 2026. For a Grant Application Form please contact us 

on 066 7181582 or email pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com 

 

Childminding Development Grant 2026  

On 9th February, Norma Foley, Minister for Children, Disability & 

Equality, announced the opening of the 2026 Childminding 

Development Grant. The grant application window is from Wednesday, 11th February to 

Wednesday, 15th April 2026.  For further information about the Childminding Development Grant 

2026, including the application form, contact Amy: 087 7885114 / amy@kerrycountychildcare.com 
 

Integrated and Playful STEM Webinar 

This webinar is suitable for teachers and SNAs of preschool, Junior and Senior Infant classes. It 

looks at how we can integrate STEM into our preschool and primary school curriculum through 

play-based activities while also achieving key learning outcomes.   

Dates:  Thursday 26th February 2026 

Time:  7-8.30 pm 

Facilitator: Paula Walsh 

If you are interested in attending the webinar, please register at the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jrYM1R3pTr2b9GDuBQ1RCQ 

 

Ireland Reads 2026  

Please find attached an invitation to Ireland Reads Day, which takes place  

on Saturday, 28th  February 2026.  
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Tusla – Early Years Inspectorate Enforcement Powers  

 

  

 The First Five Years and School-Age Childcare Consultation Survey 

Minister for Children, Disability and Equality, Norma Foley, today launched a new 

12 question survey for parents, early years educators, providers and other 

stakeholders as part of the National Conversation on Education. The survey seeks 

views on priorities for early learning and care, school-age childcare and childminding. The online 

survey can be accessed here. 

Happy Talk February 

Please see the attached and below the Happy Talk Calendar for February 2026. This month’s theme 

is: It’s Never Too Early to Start with Books. 

   

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey123.arcgis.com%2Fshare%2Fd15609aa995240e5a72fdbaace2b1641&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C781ff92d8d7d4e2e43c608de6aeb69e5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639065756559702511%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xymAL9mwTFjkSbGxfzKZzrl6M6mCX7L8EGtxrGQCFsI%3D&reserved=0


 

Free Job Vacancy Advertising on our Website 

https://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/local-jobs-board-for-kerry/ 

If you would like to post an advert please contact kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com 

We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page here  for lots of updates 

and relevant information. 

 

Kind Regards 

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

 

https://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/local-jobs-board-for-kerry/
mailto:kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com
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