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Dear Colleagues  

These are the announcements for the 30th March - 3rd April 2026 

 

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 2026/27 
Applications for the Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) for the 

academic year 2026/2027 is open. Applications should be submitted via the NSLF student portal. 

Send a request to NSLF@pobal.ie to register on the NSLF student portal. The portal will close for 

applications on 1 May 2026 at 5 pm. 

 A recording of the recent webinar is here. 

 

National Conversation on Education – Children’s Creative Spaces   

Minister for Children, Disability and Equality Norma Foley is inviting children 

from Early Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare services across the 

country to take part in Children’s Creative Spaces celebrating the theme “Where I learn and 

 

 

 

http://pobal.ie/
http://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/how-to-guides/training-videos/


play” The aim is to give children the opportunity to express creativity, belonging, and their own 

experiences of their setting (Early Years or School Age Childcare/Afterschool) adding their voice as 

part of the National Conversation on Education: the First Five Years and School-Age Childcare.  
 

Timeline  

31 March – 30 April:  Educators/settings engage in art activities with the children in their service 

using guidance provided by DCDE.   

7 May:  Submit digital version of artwork to CCCs via info@corkchildcare.ie 

15 May – 31 May:  Keep an eye out for local galleries on your CCC website and social media 

accounts.   

 

Please note that artwork submitted to the Children’s Creative Spaces may be published on gov.ie, 

on CCC websites, in future government documents, in follow-up reports, and on social media 

accounts. By submitting artwork, it will be taken that consent has been obtained by services from 

children and parents for the Department of Children, Disability and Equality and the City and 

County Childcare Committees.  

 

An Comhrá Náisiúnta ar an Oideachas – Spásanna Cruthaitheacha do Leanaí  

Tá cuireadh á thabhairt ag an Aire Leanaí, Míchumais agus Comhionannais Norma Foley do 

leanai  ó sheirbhísí Fhoghlaim agus Chúram na Luath-oige agus Cúraim Leanaí in Aois Scoile fud 

fad na tíre páirt a ghlacadh i Spásanna Cruthaitheacha do Leanai ina gceiliúrfar an téama “An ait a 

bhfoghlaimím agus a súgraím” Is é an cuspóir an deis a thabhairt do leanaí an chruthaitheacht, a 

muintearas, agus a dtaithí féin ar a suíomh (Cúram Leanaí/Iarscoile Luathbhlianta nó in Aois Scoile

) a léiriú agus a nglór a chur san áireamh mar chuid 

de An Comhrá Náisiúnta ar an Oideachas – na Chéad 5 Bliana agus Cúram Leanaí in Aois Scoile  

Amlíne  

31 Márta- 30 Aibreán:Tugann  oideachasóirí / suíomhanna faoi ghníomhaíochtaí ealaíon leis na 

leanaí ina seirbhís tríd an treoir a thug an DCDE a úsáid.   

7 Bealtaine:  Leagan digiteach den saothar ealaíne a sheoladh chuig Coiste Contae agus Cathrach 

I gCúram Leanaí info@corkchildcare.ie 

15 Bealtaine-31 Bealtaine:  Bí ag faire amach do dhánlanna áitiúla ar shuíomh gréasáin agus I 

gcuntais mheán sóisialta do CCC.   

Tabhair faoi deara gur féidir saothair ealaíne a sheoltar chuig Spásanna Cruthaitheacha do Leanaí 

afhoilsiú ar gov.ie, ar shuíomhanna gréasáin CCC, i ndoiciméid rialtais amach anseo, i dtuairiscí le

antacha, agus i gcuntais mheán sóisialta. Glacfar leis, má sheoltar saothar ealaíne, go bhfuair 

seirbhísí toiliú ó leanaí agus tuismitheoirí don Roinn Leanaí, Míchumais agus Comhionannais agus 

na Coistí Contae agus Cathrach i gCúram Leanaí.  

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpublications%2Fthe-national-conversation-on-education-the-first-five-years-and-school-age-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cbf37797059684a53aea508de91635f31%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639108053309395405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xlp%2BRP7u%2FkG7L8I0f8bsA%2F%2FE5zYqnrTaiwcp%2FIxVqUY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@corkchildcare.ie
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpublications%2Fthe-national-conversation-on-education-the-first-five-years-and-school-age-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cbf37797059684a53aea508de91635f31%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639108053309417395%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BO%2BJz0cIXR%2FP258jWlvJObFsiQo58Cv0UZaKEPUqWdw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@corkchildcare.ie


 

The National Conversation on Education: The First Five Years and 

School-Age Childcare – Consultations with City and County Childcare 

Committees 

Have Your Say in the Future of Early Learning and School-Age Childcare. 

As part of the National Conversation on Education: the First Five Years and School-Age Childcare the 

Department is holding a series of local consultation events taking place nationwide from 20th – 30th  

April 2026. These consultations are being organised and delivered by the 30 City and County 

Childcare Committees (CCCs).  

Please note the Kerry consultation on 20th April 2026 is fully booked – if you would like to be 

added to a waiting list please email: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com. 

 

Annual Early Years Sector Profile Survey 

The 2025/26 survey is expected to be launched on the Early Years Hive at the 

beginning of May, and services will have three weeks to complete the survey. 

Guidance documentation and training videos will be available on the Early Years 

Hive.  In addition, Kerry County Childcare Committees is available to assist.  While it is anticipated 

that all services will complete the survey, the completion of this year’s survey is mandatory for all 

existing Core Funding Partner Services. 
 

NeuroKind: Supporting Every Child  

Kerry County Childcare Committee are delighted to announce that we are 
facilitating the following seminar: NeuroKind: Supporting Every Child 

This seminar will take place on Saturday, 18th April 2026 in The Rose Hotel, Tralee.  

We invite early years and school aged educators and Childminders to join us for this engaging and 
informative session focused on fostering neuro-inclusive, supportive environments for all children. 

Event Summary 

Ciara Watson and Stef McSherry will be delivering three exciting and impactful workshops: 

• Supporting Neurodivergent Children in Your Setting - Ciara Watson 
• Building Positive Partnerships with Parents: Approaching Concerns – Ciara Watson 
• Mindfulness, Emotions & Regulation Interactive Workshop - Stef McSherry 

These sessions are designed to inspire, support, and empower early years and school-age 
practitioners with practical, real-world tools they can use immediately in their settings. 

To ensure fair access, each service may book up to 3 participants. 
However, you will have the option to request additional staff to be placed on a waiting list, and we 
will allocate extra spaces if they become available. 

 

 

 

mailto:eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com


Booking link below:  

Kerry County Childcare Committee: NeuroKind: Supporting Every Child. 18th April 2026 – Fill 
in form 

 

 

Update Aistear Webinar  

This webinar in the five part series Exploring and Understanding the Updated 
Aistear focuses on Aistear’s view of the early years educator as agentic, 
competent, confident, and reflective. It supports early years educators to 
explore how this image informs their everyday practice through relationships, interactions, routines 
and curriculum decision-making. 

Using real life experiences and reflective prompts from the Aistear Síolta Practice Guide, the 
webinar invites participants to reflect on their own view of themselves as educators and consider 
how Aistear’s image is actively brought to life in daily practice.  

Registration link below: 

Exploring and Understanding the Updated Aistear in practice: A National Webinar Series - 
Better Start 

 

Communicating with Confidence as a Professional Childminder  - Webinar  

 

 

 

 

For further information and to book a place 

contact amy@kerrycountychildcare.com / 087 

7885114 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/sM5eqESENU
https://forms.office.com/e/sM5eqESENU
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanner.topsec.com%2F%3Fd%3D296%26r%3Dshow%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.betterstart.ie%252Ftraining-events%252Fexploring-and-understanding-the-updated-aistear-in-practice-a-national-webinar-series%252F%26t%3Dc20834d143ea51837bce0486836829b1a93b3a6a&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cce009c0fa8354ae2751e08de954ce658%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639112354677857431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=padRkNdGV7Q4pojLknIRv25UfZp%2FdF%2Fn9kFectDRqS0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscanner.topsec.com%2F%3Fd%3D296%26r%3Dshow%26u%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.betterstart.ie%252Ftraining-events%252Fexploring-and-understanding-the-updated-aistear-in-practice-a-national-webinar-series%252F%26t%3Dc20834d143ea51837bce0486836829b1a93b3a6a&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cce009c0fa8354ae2751e08de954ce658%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639112354677857431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=padRkNdGV7Q4pojLknIRv25UfZp%2FdF%2Fn9kFectDRqS0%3D&reserved=0
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Childminding Development Grant 2026  

The Childminding Development Grant is open for applications 

until Wednesday, 15th April 2026.   

For further information about the Childminding Development 

Grant 2026, including the application form, contact Amy: 087 7885114 / 

amy@kerrycountychildcare.com 

  

Happy Talk Calendar  

Please see below and attached Happy Talk Calendar for April 2026. This month’s focus is on pretend play. 

 

  

 

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

We invite you to visit our website here and like and follow our Facebook page for updates and relevant 

content. 

 

Kind regards 

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

 

mailto:amy@kerrycountychildcare.com
http://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

