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Dear Colleagues  

These are the announcements for the 13th – 17th April 2026 

 

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

National Conversation on Education – Children’s Creative Spaces   

Minister Norma Foley is inviting children from ELC and SAC services across the 

country to take part in Children’s Creative Spaces celebrating the 

theme “Where I learn and play”. 

The aim is to give children the opportunity to express creativity, belonging, and their own 

experiences of their setting (Early Years or School Age Childcare/After School) adding their voice as 

part of the National Conversation on Education: the First Five Years and School-Age Childcare.  

Please find further details in the Educator Guides attached. 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpublications%2Fthe-national-conversation-on-education-the-first-five-years-and-school-age-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610088832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AIjdYvAXiWdyPkd8X6yvxrEty7kR0T0pO6xlFxTGEOc%3D&reserved=0


 

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 2026/27 

Applications for the Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) for the 

academic year 2026/2027 are open. Applications should be 

submitted via the NSLF student portal. Send a request to NSLF@pobal.ie to register on the NSLF 

student portal. The portal will close for applications on 1 May 2026 at 5 pm. 

A recording of the recent webinar is here 

 

Invitation to Nurturing Skills Midpoint Review Workforce Focus 

Group  

As part of the Mid-Term Review of Nurturing Skills: The Workforce Plan for Early Learning and Care 

and School-Age Childcare 2022–2028, the Department is seeking to engage directly with the 

workforce through an online focus group on Tuesday, 28 April from 7pm – 8.30pm.  To express 

interest in participating on the online Focus Group, click on this link 

The focus group provides an important opportunity for those working in the sector to: 

• Share their professional experiences 

• Reflect on progress to date 

• Help inform priorities and actions for the next phase of the plan (2026–2028) 

 

LINC 2026/2027 Programme: Applications Now Open  

Applications are now open for the 2026/2027 LINC Level 6 Programme. Through the 

LINC Programme, graduates gain Lead Educator/Room Leader status, participate in a DCDE fully funded 

programme and engage in a flexible blended model of delivery. Applications close Tuesday, 12 May at 

2pm.  

LINC Programme 

LINC Programme Brochure 2026/27 

LINC online information sessions 

  

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

We invite you to follow our new Instagram page here, visit our website here and like and follow our 

Facebook page for updates and relevant content. 

  

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Kerry CCC Instagram               

Scan to follow our new Instagram page 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpobal.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610124374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9tLDFTLJK1atZMWk54znkETjAyqngc1zwIIo4wZQj8U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Ftraining-videos%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610158871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1gcMzm4H3M3aYwqNhLPNjQvFthnASkbzxSC2ZQv8SE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurturingskills.ie%2Fnews%2Feducators-practitioners-wanted-nurturing-skills-the-workforce-plan-for-early-learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare-2022-2028-focus-group%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610192942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=onf4z8eklFi6BnsPJAMK3%2F67JMau%2FvqEqsRBTthIYyA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flincprogramme.ie%2Fprogramme-overview%2F%3Futm_source%3DCounty%2BChildcare%2BCommittees%26utm_campaign%3D26d8c36021-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_04_02_08_25%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_-26d8c36021-570483740&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610216332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F0qG8HPZvqI2eYZe4uvjZ7Xv%2BPsywF9fftDJToh3h5I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fread.bookcreator.com%2FgXruCPV4jRV4xgajnDtEL1R19Kg1%2FAKxZ-JViR6GU6BR55MlQWQ%2F6v6GJcDwQjyufjEdsmwtkw&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610238772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gw12FDnBeSKydGSWPrJiWj3nka0oSWoElLvfOsbBiHY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fo%2Flinc-programme-consortium-20145092399%3Futm_source%3DCounty%2BChildcare%2BCommittees%26utm_campaign%3D26d8c36021-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_04_02_08_25%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_-26d8c36021-570483740&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610264926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jWj7G5QoT0rySviOm9yROiCJe0s4MOMWp9k9caEoVNE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
http://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/


Kerry County Childcare Committee 


