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Dear Colleagues  

These are the announcements for the 20h – 24th April 2026 

 

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

National Conversation on Education – Children’s Creative Spaces   

Minister Norma Foley is inviting children from ELC and SAC services across the 

country to take part in Children’s Creative Spaces celebrating the 

theme “Where I learn and play”. 

The aim is to give children the opportunity to express creativity, belonging, and 

their own experiences of their setting (Early Years or School Age Childcare/After School) adding 

their voice as part of the National Conversation on Education: the First Five Years and School-Age 

Childcare.  

Please find further details in the Educator Guides – available to download here. 

 

Minister Foley announces new €10 million capital scheme  

The scheme is designed to deliver a significant number of additional early 

learning and care spaces. Read the full press release here. 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpublications%2Fthe-national-conversation-on-education-the-first-five-years-and-school-age-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610088832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AIjdYvAXiWdyPkd8X6yvxrEty7kR0T0pO6xlFxTGEOc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fpublications%2Fthe-national-conversation-on-education-the-first-five-years-and-school-age-childcare%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610088832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AIjdYvAXiWdyPkd8X6yvxrEty7kR0T0pO6xlFxTGEOc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/childcare-providers-kerry/childcare-information/
https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-children-disability-and-equality/press-releases/minister-foley-announces-new-10-million-capital-scheme-for-early-learning-and-childcare-services/


 

Core Funding Review & Confirm  

The May Review and Confirm window will open 1st May 2026 until 14th May 

2026. If your service requires support, additional resources are available under 

the Core Funding Documents and Help and Support sections on the Early 

Years Hive. For additional support please contact Pamela: pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com  

 

Nurturing Skills Learner Fund 2026/27 

Applications for the Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) for the 

academic year 2026/2027 are open. Applications should be 

submitted via the NSLF student portal. Send a request to NSLF@pobal.ie to register on the NSLF 

student portal. The portal will close for applications on 1st  May 2026 at 5 pm. 

A recording of the recent webinar is here 

 

LINC 2026/2027 Programme: Applications Now Open  

Applications are now open for the 2026/2027 LINC Level 6 Programme. Through the 

LINC Programme, graduates gain Lead Educator/Room Leader status, participate in a DCDE fully funded 

programme and engage in a flexible blended model of delivery. Applications close Tuesday, 12 May at 

2pm.  

LINC Programme 

LINC Programme Brochure 2026/27 

LINC online information sessions 

 

Water Safety Ireland Hold Hands programme – Free Training 

Session   

Water Safety Ireland are offering a free training session on delivering the 

Hold Hands programme. The session will take place online Wednesday 

20th May 12:30-13:15. Click here to register.  

 

Healthy Lunchboxes  

The DCDE in conjunction with Safe Food has distributed  “Healthy Lunchboxes” 

resources to all County & City Childcare Committees. 

Kerry County Childcare Committee have a limited number of copies for services 

to pick up. You can contact Eilish on 066 7181582 or email 

eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com to arrange collection. 

Leaflets will be distributed on a first come first served basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cacc39f0b398546eb929808dea1e151a3%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639126186312594621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SZXMHeo8yHHazfxGXPAjgnpBRzlXcBuGu8Tp%2FcsbsAY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fcorefundingguides%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cacc39f0b398546eb929808dea1e151a3%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639126186312618370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hFPMZsxwHFtPK3iKc03pFlu49laL24bQ4QEiCwnzAds%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpobal.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610124374%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9tLDFTLJK1atZMWk54znkETjAyqngc1zwIIo4wZQj8U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Ftraining-videos%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610158871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t1gcMzm4H3M3aYwqNhLPNjQvFthnASkbzxSC2ZQv8SE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flincprogramme.ie%2Fprogramme-overview%2F%3Futm_source%3DCounty%2BChildcare%2BCommittees%26utm_campaign%3D26d8c36021-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_04_02_08_25%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_-26d8c36021-570483740&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610216332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F0qG8HPZvqI2eYZe4uvjZ7Xv%2BPsywF9fftDJToh3h5I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fread.bookcreator.com%2FgXruCPV4jRV4xgajnDtEL1R19Kg1%2FAKxZ-JViR6GU6BR55MlQWQ%2F6v6GJcDwQjyufjEdsmwtkw&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610238772%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gw12FDnBeSKydGSWPrJiWj3nka0oSWoElLvfOsbBiHY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fo%2Flinc-programme-consortium-20145092399%3Futm_source%3DCounty%2BChildcare%2BCommittees%26utm_campaign%3D26d8c36021-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_04_02_08_25%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_-26d8c36021-570483740&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cf8ac2196edf4426a931508de9c6bec99%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639120184610264926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jWj7G5QoT0rySviOm9yROiCJe0s4MOMWp9k9caEoVNE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DbaCAr_0iMEK0KBVVqaBYlbOhseQLOjtBvBxfuK8J4lRURFI4S1NGMjlWMVBDRFJaMzlaT1U4WkhCVi4u&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cacc39f0b398546eb929808dea1e151a3%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639126186312758483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O5e5x9B7cbzAxDLTK2Pxp%2Ff5OfaThPuDjgEiWriIA98%3D&reserved=0
mailto:eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com


 

Parent Plus Early Years Training Programme 

A new edition of the Parents Plus Early Years (PPEY) programme which will be launched on the 18th of 

June 2026. Free to attend 18th  June 2-3pm. To register click here 

 

Sustain the Spark  

Childhood services week 2026 ‘Sustain the Spark’ will run from the 11th May until the 

15th May 2026. NCN is offering free online webinars designed to support the continued 

professional development of educators across Ireland. A full list of events is available here. 

 

Childminding Pre-Registration Training  

Pre-Registration Training is offered to anyone interested in finding out more 

about childminding.  The training is mandatory for childminders who wish to register with Tusla.   

The training is free and takes approximately 7 hours to complete. There is no assessment, and 

participants receive a certificate upon completion.  Upcoming dates are: Online on Tuesday 12th May and 

Thursday 14th May from 6.30pm - 9.30pm. Both sessions must be attended to complete the training. 

 

 

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

We invite you to follow our new Instagram page here, visit our website here and like and follow our 

Facebook page for updates and relevant content. 

  

Kind regards 

Kerry County Childcare Committee 

Kerry CCC Instagram               

Scan to follow our new Instagram page 

 

 

If you are interested in attending, 

please contact Amy: 

amy@kerrycountychildcare.com /  

087 7885114 

https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parentsplus.ie%2Fpost%2Fparents-plus-early-years-programme-new-edition%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cacc39f0b398546eb929808dea1e151a3%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639126186312783713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ID55MIB7f2YyCkX%2F63zb4nT3BtoqfBQW8JL8uAyD4pc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncn.ie%2Fevents%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cacc39f0b398546eb929808dea1e151a3%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639126186312810099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jTC87TgcYqpIl2DprZgW9LlsPs0qrUyhsyR91INwSds%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
http://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/
mailto:amy@kerrycountychildcare.com

