[image: image13.png]Transtorming Ireland




Kerry County Childcare Committee - Spring 2012 News Updates
In this Issue
· National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) Capital Funding 2012

· ECCE Scheme 
· Beep Beep Day 2012
· KCCC Website & Text Alerts

· Quality News & Training Updates
· Childminding News & Training Updates
· Parents Corner 

· News from Your Locality (Including Network Meeting Dates)
NATIONAL CHILDCARE INVESTMENT PROGRAMME (NCIP) CAPITAL FUNDING 2012
Six million euro capital funding for the National Childcare Investment Programme (NCIP) was announced by the Government in December 2011. 

The Capital Funding 2012 is available to both community and private childcare providers currently participating in one or more of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) funding programmes: 1) Community Childcare Subvention (CCS) programme; 2) Childcare Education and Training Support (CETS) programme and 3) free Pre-School Year in Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme. The funding is available for small maintenance/renovation work or equipment and the maximum grant available is €50,000 (inclusive of VAT).

Conditions of funding

· The application for funding must include documentary evidence to support the application, e.g. HSE report. Pobal may also undertake an on-site visit to verify the rationale for the application.  Applicants are expected to co-operate with Pobal with site visits and/or any queries associated with the consideration of an application;

· No retrospective funding for expenditure incurred on works/equipment prior to the date of approval of grant  will be considered; 

· Only one application is permitted per childcare facility.   In cases of service providers with multiple facilities, a maximum of four grant approvals will be permitted per applicant subject to EU competition directives;

· When submitting the application you will be required to submit 3 current written quotes;

· Where the value of the goods and/or works is €10,000 or more (inclusive of VAT), potential suppliers must provide the applicant with either a current general Tax Clearance Certificate or a valid C2 certificate, a copy of this certificate should be retained by the applicant.

· No payment will be made under this programme unless a current Tax Clearance Certificate in the name of the grantee is submitted;

· You will be required to report to Pobal the expenditure of the funding awarded, supported by a bank statement;

· The funding must be fully spent and reported by end October 2012. In relation to this, please be mindful of planning permission timelines, should your capital work require planning permission;

· Receipt of the maximum funding under this programme will require the service to remain in operation for 5 years (pro-rated for the amount of funding awarded). If the same childcare facility has already been funded under Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme (EOCP) or NCIP capital funding and is still within the contractual period for that funding, the service will be required to remain in operation for the duration of that previous contract or the duration of the new (NCIP capital 2012) contract, whichever is the longer period;

· Grantees must record all monies received and spent under the grant, and all accounts and associated documents should be retained by the beneficiary until 31st December 2017. Pobal and the DCYA (officers and agents) shall, at all reasonable times, have access to all activities and records of the grantee as they relate to this grant and in this regard grantees may be subject to an on-site  verification visit by Pobal;

· In cases of non-compliance, with any of the terms of this funding programme, the commitment to funding will be withdrawn and recovery of funding paid may result. 

In addition, in appraising applications, particular consideration will be given to:

· Applications that are accompanied by a HSE pre-school inspection report, in terms of adherence to the Pre-School Regulations, supporting the need for the proposed works;

· Applications that best demonstrate the need for the proposed works, e.g. in terms of quality improvement to the childcare service;

· Services previously funded under Department of Children & Youth Affairs (DCYA) capital programmes (Equal Opportunities Childcare Programme 2000-2006  and National Childcare Investment Programme 2006-2010);

· Facilities located in / servicing areas of disadvantage (based on the Pobal-Haas Deprivation Index -see Maps.Pobal.ie);

· Services’ previous substantial adherence to contractual obligations under DCYA funded programmes (including capital programmes and current programmes:  Free Pre-school Year in Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE); Community Childcare Subvention (CCS); Childcare Employment & Training Supports (CETS);

· The reasonableness or otherwise of the proposed expenditure in terms of value for money, e.g. the percentage of the total project cost budgeted for professional fees;

· Input from the City/County Childcare Committee (CCC) in terms of its view on local need. 

The above considerations will inform the appraisal of applications. In the event that the programme is oversubscribed, these considerations will be used to prioritise applications.
It is expected that the programme will open for applications for two weeks towards the end of February 2012.  The applications for funding will be made on-line only from Pobal’s website during those two designated weeks. The weeks will be confirmed nearer to the date.

In the meantime, if you feel you may wish to make an application for funding, please be prepared and have all the documentation that you will need to include with your application to hand.  Please check this notice regularly for updates and also keep in touch with your local County/City Childcare Committee to help with this process and keep you informed of developments.

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION (ECCE) PROGRAMME
PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE LEADING UP TO THE ISSUE OF ECCE PROGRAMME CONTRACTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2012

31st March 2012
Closing date for receipt by CCCs of new applications and re-entry applications




New contracts drafted 

13th April 2012
Closing date for receipt of spreadsheets from CCCs showing re-entries and new applicant details

14th May 2012

Contracts issued by printers

1st June 2012

Deadline for receipt by CCCs of signed contracts from providers

12th June 2012

All signed contracts received by DCYA from CCCs

27th July 2012

All contracts checked, signed, input and issued 

Late August 2012
Advance payment for September 2012 term processed

KERRY COUNTY CHILDCARE COMMITTEE TO DRIVE ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE FOR CHILDREN WITH BEEP BEEP DAY 2012 IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ROAD SAFETY AUTHORITY
In 2010 The Road Safety Authority (RSA) in conjunction with Kerry County Childcare Committee organized and delivered a “Beep Beep Day” Child Safety training event for all childcare providers and childminders throughout the county.

As part of this training, the pack entitled ‘Simon and Friends’ was disseminated to those who participated in the training.  The aim of the resource is to promote road safety to children aged five and under.  The series centres on four characters who promote age appropriate road safety messages to children.
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Each book is beautifully illustrated.  At the end of each story there are a number of extension activities which preschool providers and childminders can use to prompt other learning experiences with the children.  Stories are also recorded onto a CD Rom which can be played to children in their early year’s environment.  The CD also contains a number of road safety songs and an interactive computer game targeted at the under 5’s.  The pack also contains an accompanying teacher’s guide called ‘Hand in Hand’ which includes information about integrating road safety into the Early Years Environment and suggested activities, games and songs which support the ‘Simon and Friends’ stories.  The Teachers Guide, Storybooks and CD are all enclosed in a colourful case.  The programme can help childcare services reach Standard 9 ‘Health and Welfare’ of the Síolta Programme.

Kerry County Childcare Committee will be holding a County Wide Beep Beep Day on Friday 18th May 2012, as well as highlighting National Beep Beep Day in October 2012.  

It is hoped that all the childcare services and childminders in the county will take part in the ‘Beep Beep’ day by: 
· Taking part in Beep Beep Day 2012
· Reading the ‘Simon and Friends’ stories to the children

· Encourage the Children to act out the stories!

· Distributing the Simon and Friends Information leaflets to parents, in order to encourage the extension of this learning at home

Further information will be available at your April Network Meetings, as well as information leaflets for parents that will extend the children’s learning and reinforce the road safety message to Pre-Schoolers.  Why not send us in photos of your Beep Beep Day and we can include them in our next Newsletter!  If you would like us to call out to your Beep Beep Day on 18th May, why not contact us and let us know!

If you have any queries please contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582 or kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com.
KERRY COUNTY CHILDCARE COMMITTEE’S UPDATED WEBSITE!
www.kerrycountychildcare.com
We have updated our website and hope you find it more accessible.  Any relevant information we are made aware of will be posted on our website immediately.

Parent & Family Learning

We now have a parent & Family Learning section on our website, so if you are interested in attending workshops or training courses aimed at parents then have a look….you may see something of interest.

KCCC TEXTALERT
If you haven’t already contacted KCCC to register for text alerts please contact Denise / Pamela on (066) 7181582 to do so.  
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KEEPING SAFE TRAINING:

DEVELOPING A CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
Thursday 26th April; 3rd, 10th, 17th May
Time: 6.30pm – 9.30pm

Venue: Tralee (venue to be decided)

The HSE Children First Information Officers offer free child protection training to the community and voluntary sector. The objective of the training is to support the design and implementation of a child protection policy in each service providing services to families & children.   Ideally the designated person in the organization should attend.

Attendance at all 4 sessions is required to obtain a certificate. Please contact Kerry County Childcare on (066) 7181582 to book your place (Maximum of 2 people per service).
HEALTH PROMOTION WORKSHOP FOR PRESCHOOL PROVIDERS/CHILDMINDERS

This workshop is delivered by a Dietitian and Health Promotion Officer from the Health Promotion Department, HSE South.  The workshop aims to:

•   provide information and raise awareness amongst pre-school providers/childminders about the importance of promoting healthy eating and physical activity
•   
Provide a structured approach to the development of a Healthy Eating and Physical Activity Policies for services

•   
Raise awareness of the resources available to support pre-schools/childminders to put into practice Healthy Eating and Physical Activity Policies.

The workshop details are as follows:

Childminders:  Thursday 19th April from 7pm - 9.30pm in Tralee (this is the only opportunity to do the workshop this year)
Preschool Providers:  Thursday 10th May from 7pm – 9.30pm in Tralee (maximum 20 participants however further workshops will be delivered throughout the county during the year)

Places are limited so pre-booking is essential.  Please contact Denise / Catherine on (066) 7181582 to book your place.
KERRY LIBRARY SERVICES TO PLAYSCHOOLS AND CRECHES
All children under the age of 18 enjoy free book borrowing facilities in Kerry Library. The following services are available to playschools and crèches.

· The mobile libraries offer library services to the towns and villages around the county and stop at many playschools and crèches.

· Playschools can avail of block loan facilities at our 9 branch libraries and through our Mobile Library Services. Teachers may borrow up to 30 books for a period of 1 month.

· All library services have an extensive stock of engaging books especially suited to this age group covering books for storytime, literacy and numeracy development and social development such as books on feelings, visits to the dentist, hospital school etc.

· Kerry library sometimes have a selection of this stock that can be made available to playschools permanently for their school libraries.

· During the summer months a Summer Reading Programme is available in all libraries where children are challenged to read a specific number of books. All participants who complete the challenge are a warded with a Certificate of Merit. This programme is also available to preschool children where they are encouraged to participate using a Shared Reading approach with parents. 

NATIONAL PYJAMA DAY 2012




Early Childhood Ireland National Pyjama Day is an annual charity event which will see children in day care and preschool facilities all over Ireland wearing their pyjamas on the day to help raise much needed funds for the Irish Hospice Foundation. 
The event takes place on Friday 23rd March and the theme of the day is ‘children helping children and having fun!’

The funding from the National Pyjama Day this year will help to support a dedicated hospice home care service for children.  It will support the Irish Hospice Foundation in funding five out of eight Children’s Outreach Nurses (Pyjama Day nurses) in the community.  

Services can register by emailing nationalpjday@earlychildhoodireland.ie for a registration form. This can be filled in and returned via email or telephoning 087 275 5675 where a Pyjama Day coordinator will take registration details.
Image 1: Children and Staff in Stepping Stones, Tralee participating in National Pyjama Day 2011
QUALITY NEWS
LITERACY AND NUMERACY WORKSHOPS - CATHERINE CALLAGHAN, QUALITY OFFICER
As a consequence of the National Strategy ‘Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life 2011-2020’ the DCYA have directed all City and County Childcare Committees to prioritise Literacy and Numeracy for ECCE services during 2012. 

KCCC will be offering workshops to all staff working with children in preschool sessional services.

The first numeracy workshop will be delivered by Judith Stevens and the first Literacy workshop will be delivered by Nina Birch, places at these workshops will be limited to one staff member per service. All other services and staff members unable to attend these workshops will be offered the same workshop delivered by Catherine Callaghan. Booking forms and further details will be sent to services shortly but dates for the first workshops are:

Numeracy – Saturday 31st March 2012, Morning or Afternoon in the Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee

Literacy – Saturday 12th May 2012, Morning or Afternoon in the Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee
Biographies:
Judith Stevens
Judith Stevens has a diverse career in early year’s education. This has included working in the non-maintained sector as well as a teacher, maths coordinator and early years team leader. Following a long career in local authority advisory roles, Judith took on a leadership role in national programmes including Every Child a Talker. Judith is a prolific writer and has written numerous articles in a wide range of early years magazines. Judith's new book, written with Carole Skinner, The Foundations of Mathematics, an active approach to number, shape and measures in the early years will be published in September. Previous publications include: Maths Now: the definitive guide to maths in the early years and Maths in Stories (BEAM/Nelson Thornes 2009/2008). As an independent consultant, Judith has provided extensive support and training across England and Wales and is keynote speaker for the BEAM (Be a Mathematician) conferences in both London and Cardiff this year. She has an interest in all aspects of mathematics, particularly maths outdoors and through stories, rhymes and role play. 

Nina Birch:

Nina has 20 years’ experience in teaching and managing in inner London. She has been a Lead Teacher, a Literacy Consultant and an Intensive Support Consultant prior to joining Southwark as the borough’s Early Years and Key Stage One Steering Group Manager and Senior Literacy Drama Consultant. Her interest and passion has always been in Drama and how drama techniques and approaches can be used to enhance the learning of all children across all key stages. She is working on drama literacy projects in Y1, 2, 3 and 4 across the borough. She has an MA in Arts Education (Drama) and prior to class teaching, worked in theatre in education.
READ WITH ME – UPDATE FOR PILOT GROUPS
All the feedback so far has been incredibly positive from childcare providers, childminders, children and parents. Nina Birch is returning on Saturday 26th May to work with the pilot group again and meetings will be held in advance of this to identify training requirements. 
Meetings Dates for Pilot Groups:

Tralee – Oakview Childcare – Monday 5th March 2012 at 7.30pm 

OR

Killarney - Killarney Court Hotel – Thursday 8th March2012, at 7.30pm

Please confirm your attendance with Catherine Callaghan on 066 718 1582.
STAFF SUPPORT AND SUPERVISION WORKSHOP 2012
Kerry County Childcare Committee delivered 6 workshops in the County throughout March – July 2011.  There was an overwhelming take up in the workshops and thanks to all the Providers who attended.  
The aim of this course was to introduce participants to a model of staff support and supervision and to explore how this model may be practically introduced into a Childcare Service. Participants developed the practical skills required in undertaking one to one supervision including the management of grievance and disciplinary procedures, dignity and respect in the workplace (anti bullying and harassment), performance management, conflict resolution and building a strong staff team. Sample policies were also provided for Childcare Services.

For any service that has not participated in this training and would like to, we will be holding one final workshop in 2012, as follows:
Staff Support & Supervision Workshop

Saturday 24th March 2012 
The Killarney Court Hotel

11.00-2.30pm
Please book your place before Thursday Tuesday 20th March 2012. This course is FREE OF CHARGE.

You can text 087 275 1760 or email: kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com 

Training will go ahead subject to numbers.  If further information and / or clarification are required please do not hesitate to contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582.
Correspondence with full details will be sent to all providers in March 2012.

STAFF APPRAISALS & HOW TO MOTIVATE YOUR STAFF TEAM

Following on from the Staff Support & Supervision Workshops in 2011, Kerry County Childcare Committee are building on this foundation and delivering training in 2012 on Staff Appraisals and How to motivate your staff team.  

Often, minor issues within a staff team such as performance and personality to name a few, are left grow and develop.  As a manager/management committee you can very easily have a serious issue on your hands leading to grievance and/or disciplinary action.

There really is no need, when effective staff support and supervision, coupled with regular and effective Staff Appraisals can prevent this from happening.  Don’t leave it until till it’s a crisis.

To participate in the Staff Appraisal Training, It is a pre requisite that you have completed the Staff Support & Supervision Training Workshop.

Staff Appraisals & How to Motivate Your Staff Team
Saturday 14th April 2012
Killarney Court Hotel

11.00-2.30pm

OR

Wednesday 9th May 2012

Oakview Village Childcare Centre, Oakpark, Tralee, Co Kerry

6.30-9.30pm
Places must be PRE BOOKED before Wednesday 11th April 2012. This course is FREE OF CHARGE.

You can text 087 275 1760 or email: kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com 

Kerry County Childcare Committee can also co-supervise and/or co-appraise with the Manager/Management Committee to ensure the effective implementation of this process in your Service, so if you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to call Kathryn O’Donnell on 066 718 1582.  

Training will go ahead subject to numbers.  If further information and / or clarification are required please do not hesitate to contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582.
Correspondence with full details will be sent to all providers in March 2012.
COMMON CHALLENGES FOR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE AND HOW CHILDCARE PROVIDERS CAN AVOID THEM…
The change in the economic climate has posed a number of problems for Childcare Providers.  These financial concerns have manifested in HR concerns for many Services throughout the County and Nationally.    In light of these difficulties, Kerry County Childcare Committee will deliver workshops on these challenges and how best to deal with and ultimately prevent their occurrence.
The workshops are currently being finalized, but will cover a wide range of topics, including:

· Policies and Procedures (in Line with Siolta)

· Employment Law

· Recruitment & Selection

· Effective Communication & Building your Staff Team
Common Challenges for Employment Practice and how Childcare Providers can avoid them
Thursday 16th May 2012

Oakview Village Childcare Centre, Oakpark, Tralee, Co Kerry

6.30-9.30pm

OR

Saturday 19th May 2012
Killarney Court Hotel

11.00-2.30pm
Places must be PRE BOOKED before Thursday Monday 14th May 2012. This course is FREE OF CHARGE.

You can text 087 275 1760 or email: kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com  

Training will go ahead subject to numbers.  If further information and / or clarification are required please do not hesitate to contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582.
These workshops can assist Providers in working towards Standard 5, 8 and 10 of Siolta.
Follow up supports can be delivered to Services after the training, and can be provided on a one to one basis to services from Kerry County Childcare Committee.  So why not contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer on 066 718 1582 to discuss your future support needs.
Correspondence with full details will be sent to all providers in March 2012.  Some dates/times may be subject to change.
CHILDMINDING NEWS - DENISE QUINLAN, CHILDMINDER ADVISORY OFFICER
Training for Childminders in Kerry 2012

Introduction to Childminding - Quality Awareness Programme

The Quality Awareness Programme is an introductory childcare course developed by Kerry County Childcare Committee.  It is delivered over two days to Childminders,  parents of small children who are interested in learning more about their child’s development and to parents who would like to know more when sourcing childminding care for their children.  The main objectives of the workshop are to create awareness among participants of the following:

· The needs of the Child / Child Development

· Protection of the Child / Relevant Legislation

· The need for good procedures and working relationships between childminders and  parents

· Assisting with Early Skills Development

· The importance of play for young children

· Creating appropriate play and learning experiences for young children

· Creating and maintaining a rich play/learning environment in the home

· Hygiene, Health and Safety in a home environment

Date:  3rd & 10th March 2012    Venue: Tralee     Cost: €20

Refresher First Aid Training for Childminders

One day refresher first aid course.

Saturday 14th April 2012   Venue:  Tralee    Cost:  €20

First Aid Training for Childminders

Three-day Occupational First Aid training including Paediatric First Aid and Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Training.

Saturday 24th September, Sunday 25th September, Saturday 1st October; Tralee; Cost €70

Children First — Child Protection Workshop for Childminders

Like all other childcare providers, Childminders need to be aware of child protection issues.  The ‘Children First’ workshop is designed and delivered by the Children First Information Officer with the HSE.  The aim of the workshop is to raise Childminders awareness of child protection issues that may relate to them.  Participants on the workshop will:

· gain an overview of the legal context on child protection

· have a better understanding of the term abuse and awareness of who can abuse

· have an awareness of the signs and symptoms of child abuse

· will be able to develop guidelines on how to deal with disclosures and developing their own child protection policy

Friday 14th September from 6.30pm – 9.30 pm & Saturday 15th September from 9.30am - 4pm   Venue: Tralee 

For further information on any of the workshops above or to request a booking form, please contact Denise on:

Tel:  (066) 7181582

Mobile:  (087) 9676603

Email:  denise@kerrycountychildcare.com
Childminder Network Meeting

Kerry County Childcare Committee are inviting new and existing childminders to attend a network meeting on Wednesday evening 7th March 2012 at 7.30pm in Tralee (venue to be confirmed).  

Edel Lawlor will attend on the night to talk about her work in the area of Expressive Play (Play Therapy).  Edel is the founder and Director of Expressive play and has been working with children for over 16 years and is highly skilled at encouraging children to reach their own unique potential. Edel has a background in Play Therapy, Sand tray Therapy, Art Therapy, Puppetry and Social Care. Edel’s Work has been recognised at a local and national level for her ability to connect with children, her approach encourages confidence, self expression and individuality.  All workshops and programmes are developed to help children grow in confidence, build on their imagination and have fun.

This is an excellent opportunity for childminders to meet other childminders and have a chat and a cuppa!!! 

Please contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / text:  (087) 9676603 / email: denise@kerrycountychildcare.com to book your place.  

Voluntary Notification for Childminders

Childminders caring for 3 children or less can voluntary notify Kerry County Childcare Committee of their childminding service.  HSE notified and voluntary notified childminders details can be circulated to parents who contact KCCC looking for childminding care for their children.  If you have any queries regarding voluntary notification or require support in completing the voluntary notification application form then please feel free to contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / (087) 9676603 to assist you.

Childminding Week 2012

Monday 16th April – Saturday21st April

Yes folks it’s that time of year again…’Childminding Week’.  Denise has organised the following activities for childminders:

Tuesday 17th April from 10am-12pm: Coffee Morning at Toby World Tralee

Thursday 19th April from 7pm – 9.30pm: HSE Health Promotion Workshop in Tralee

Saturday 21st April from 10am – 12.30pm:  Childminder Family Day Kennedy Pet Farm, Killarney

Prebooking at events is essential.  For further details or to book your place please contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / text: (087) 9676603 / email: denise@kerrycountychildcare.com

KCCC’s Childminding Representatives 

Kerry County Childcare’s Childminding Subcommittee is still in operation.  Bernie Willis and Helen Fitzgerald are members of this subcommittee representing childminders throughout the county.  Part of their role as Childminding representatives is to inform Kerry County Childcare of issues affecting childminders in Kerry.  For this reason we are inviting all childminders throughout the county to contact them with any issues or requests for information/support that you may have.  If you wish to contact them please phone Denise on (066) 7181582 and she will give you their contact details or will forward your query to them.
Support for new Childminders 

If you are thinking of setting up a childminding business in your home then Bernie and Helen are available to offer any support that you may need.  You can contact them to talk about any issues that you may have or else you could make an appointment to call to them at their home to gain an insight into the day to day operations of a childminding setting.  For further details on this contact Denise on (066) 7181582.
Garda vetting

Garda Vetting Information Session for Childminders / Childcare Providers

Presented by Barnardos’ Vetting Service

Wednesday 28th March 2012 at 7.30pm at the Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee

At the request of the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA), Barnardos is providing training and assisting in the processing of Garda Vetting applications for a number of groups/organisations who are not directly registered with the Garda Central Vetting Unit and who are not members of the IPPA, NCNA or Early Childhood Ireland.

Suzanne Tompkins of Barnardos’ Vetting service will visit Tralee to make a presentation to Childminders and Childcare Providers (not affiliated to NCNA, IPPA, ECI) on Garda Vetting.  

What is Garda Vetting?

A Garda Vetting application authorises An Garda Siochana to provide a statement that 

· States there are no convictions recorded against you in the jurisdiction of the Republic of Ireland / Northern Ireland or elsewhere as the case may be.

Or 

· States all convictions and / or prosecutions against you, successful or not, pending or completed, in these jurisdictions.

I am a Voluntary Notified Childminder do I need Garda Vetting?

Currently there is no specific requirement for Voluntary Notified Childminders to have Garda Vetting it is recommended as a good practice measure and to reassure parents of the integrity of your service.  

I am a Childminder, notified to the HSE, do I need Garda Vetting?

Under Childcare (preschool services) (no 2) Regulations 2006 all notifiable Childminders are required to have Garda Vetting in place prior to offering a childminding service. If you are a notifiable Childminder you must ensure: 

· There is a sufficient number of suitable and competent adults working directly with children

· You must designate yourself as the person in charge 

· Have a named person (emergency back up person) who can deputise as required

I am a Childcare Provider, notified to the HSE, do I need Garda Vetting?

The Child Care (Pre School Services) Regulations 2006 which have been in effect since September 2007 introduced the obligation for all pre-school services to comply with a number of requirements, including that:

‘Any person carrying on a pre school service is required to ensure appropriate vetting of all staff, students and volunteers who have access to a child.’ 

Who else requires Garda Vetting?

· All persons (staff, students & volunteers) who have access to the children require Garda Vetting

· All staff, volunteers and students who have access to the children 

· All adults (over 18yrs) living in the home who have access to the children

The Children First : National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare for Children 2011 recommends that all those working with children should be garda vetted and should ensure best practice in recruitment of staff or volunteers, including Garda vetting.

The National Vetting Bureau Bill was published in 2011.   It is expected that this Act, when passed, will require that all those working with children on a regular and on-going basis be vetted.

To book your place on the information evening please contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / denise@kerrycountychildcare.com.

Parent & Toddler Grants 2012

Kerry County Childcare Is delighted to inform you that the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) has confirmed Parent & Toddler Grants for 2012.  

If your Parent & Toddler Group has not already received an application form from our office, then contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / denise@kerrycountychildcare.com  immediately.

If you received a grant last year then please en sure that you have submitted your Progress Report as your application will not be assessed without it.

The closing date for receipt of applications is 30th March 2012.  For further information contact Denise.

FACEBOOK for Kerry Childminders

Over the coming weeks, Denise our Childminder Advisory Officer, will develop a Facebook page for childminders in Kerry.  It is hoped that this will be a new and interesting way for childminders in Kerry to network and keep in touch with each other as well as Denise.  We’ll let you know when it’s up and running… 

Children First Briefings


The HSE Children First Information Officers are holding Briefing Sessions for childcare providers on changes to Children First Guidelines

Please contact Rose McCarthy on 021 4923220 to book your places on one of the following Children First Briefings:

	Monday 5th March 2012
	10am -12pm
	L105

Solas Building

Institute of Technology

North Campus

Dromtacker 

Tralee,Co. Kerry

	Monday 5th March 2012
	1pm – 3pm
	L105

Solas Building

Institute of Technology

North Campus

Dromtacker 

Tralee, Co. Kerry


PARENT’S CORNER
How to Make a Spring Lamb!
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What you'll need:
· Cardboard tube

· Cotton balls

· Black felt

· 1 medium black pom pom

· 2 black chenille stems/pipe cleaners

· 2 pieces of scrap paper (8.5 x 11)

· White craft glue

· Scissors

· 2 wiggle eyes

· Purple felt

How to make it:

1. Wrap chenille stems/pipe cleaners around the cardboard tube and twist in place, one at each end. These will be your lamb’s legs. 

2. Coat the entire cardboard tube with dots of white glue. Cover with cotton balls. 

3. Wad up one of the pieces of scrap paper and insert it inside the tube. Wad up the second paper and leave about an inch or so sticking out one end for the head. Inserting this paper gives you something to put glue on. 

4. Add glue to the end of the cardboard tube where the tail would be. You should have enough paper in the tube that you can now apply glue to this end and cover it with cotton balls. 

5. Cut a square from black felt (about 4” x 4”) and wrap it around the paper wad sticking out of the cardboard tube. This is the head. Tuck in the ends of the felt and glue in place. Glue more cotton balls around the neck. 

6. Cut two triangles from black felt and glue to the top of the head for the ears. 

7. Glue two wiggle eyes onto the face. 

8. Glue black pom pom to the rear end for the tail. 

9. Cut a simple bow tie from purple felt and glue to the front of the lamb under chin area. 

10. Trim the ends of the chenille stems if needed to help your lamb balance.

CHILDCARE PROVIDER NETWORK MEETING DATES
South Kerry Providers Network

Kathryn O’Donnell and Catherine Callaghan are facilitating the South Kerry Providers Network in 2 locations in South Kerry.  Providers in South Kerry are free to attend whichever venue suits
· Tuesday 17th April 2012, 7.30pm, Fossa Community Childcare, Fossa, Killarney, Co Kerry

· Wednesday 18th April 2012, 7.30pm, Sean Scoil, Killorglin, Co Kerry

· Wednesday 13th June 2012, 7.30pm, Sean Scoil, Killorglin, Co Kerry
Tralee Provider’s Network                                 Catherine Callaghan             066 718 1582/ 087 967 5212
Tralee Provider Network Dates for Spring/Summer 2012:

· Tuesday 3rd April 2012, 7.30pm, Oakview Village Childcare, Oakpark, Tralee, Co Kerry.

This Network is facilitated by Catherine Callaghan, Quality Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Catherine on 066 718 1582.
Sliabh Luachra Provider’s Network                  Catherine Callaghan             066 718 1582/ 087 967 5212
Sliabh Luachra Network Dates for Spring/Summer 2012:

· Tuesday 1st May 2012, 7.30pm, NEKD Offices, Crageen, Castleisland, Co Kerry.

This Network is facilitated by Catherine Callaghan, Quality Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Catherine on 066 718 1582.
Gréasán Soláthróirí do Chiarraí Thíar           Cait Ni Dhomnail                     066 718 1582/ 087 275 1760
The West Kerry Providers Network meets 4 times a year.  Network Meeting Dates for Spring/Summer 2012:

· Thursday 12th April 2012, 7.30pm, Venue: Comharchumman Forbartha An Leith Triuigh, Halla Le Cheile, Brandon, Co Kerry
· Thursday 7th June 2012, Venue: Camp Community Childcare Centre, Camp, Co Kerry 
This Network is facilitated by Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Kathryn on 066 718 1582.
North Kerry Provider’s Network                    Kathryn O’Donnell                   066 718 1582/ 087 275 1760
The North Kerry Providers Network meets 4 times a year. Network Meeting Dates for Spring/Summer 2012:

· Thursday 19th April 2012, 7.30pm, Venue  to be Decided
· Thursday 14th June 2012, 7.30pm, Venue  to be Decided 
This Network is facilitated by Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Kathryn on 066 718 1582.
Providers in Kerry are free to attend whichever Network venue suits them!

Why join a Childcare Network?

Networking provides opportunities to:

· Improve the quality of your childcare service through the exchange of ideas and knowledge with other network members.

· Widen horizons and learn from each others experiences. Discuss difficult issues and explore solutions.

· Share successes and the method/reasons behind the achievement.

· The Networks also provide a vehicle for the feedback of information from the Network to the Kerry County Childcare Committee. Therefore, your voice can be heard and can inform the work of the County Childcare Committee.

Staff, Managers and Owners of Childcare Services in Kerry are welcome to attend Network Meetings.

Throughout 2012 the staff of KCCC looks forward to meeting you at Network meetings and also by coming to meet you at your service and look at any support needs you may require from KCCC.

Staff Details

Oonagh Fleming

Manager

Pamela Curran

Administrator & Project Administration Support Worker

Denise Quinlan

Childminder Advisory Officer

Catherine Callaghan

Quality Officer

Kathryn O’Donnell

Support & Development Officer
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Kerry County Childcare Committee Ltd

2 James Street

Tralee

Co Kerry

Telephone:
066 718 1582


Fax:

066 710 2945

Email:

info@kerrycountychildcare.com

Web:

www.kerrycountychildcare.com
Editor: Kathryn O’Donnell
Disclaimer

Kerry County Childcare Committee has made every effort to ensure that all the information included in this publication is accurate and was correct at time of going to print.  However, under no circumstances will Kerry County Childcare Committee Board be liable in respect of any error(s), omissions, typographical errors or incorrect information therein.

Kerry County Childcare Committee assumes no liability whatsoever for any damage resulting from use of this publication or its contents.
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The NCIP 2006-2010 is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013

The EOCP 2000-2006 is funded by the Irish Government and part-financed by the European Union Structural Funds under the National Development Plan 2000-2006
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