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Kerry County Childcare Committee - Autumn 2012 News Updates
In this Issue
· We Have Moved!!

· ECCE Returns

· CETS

· Kerry CCC’s Annual Conference – Indoor & Outdoor Quality Provision for the Under 2’s

· National Road Safety Week – October 2012
· Quality News & Training Updates
· Childminding News & Training Updates
· Parents Corner 

· News from Your Locality (Including Network Meeting Dates)
WE HAVE MOVED!!!!
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Kerry County Childcare Committee has moved to…..
Unit 5, DavCon Business Centre, Monavalley Industrial Park, Tralee.
We look forward to seeing you in our new offices sometime soon!
______________________________________________________________________________

REMINDER – ECCE ELECTRONIC RETURNS
A reminder to all providers participating in the ECCE Scheme, the deadline for electronic returns to be submitted is Tuesday 18th September 2012.  Should you have any queries or problems please contact Pamela @ 066 718 1582

KERRY COUNTY CHILDCARE COMMITTEE’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2012
INDOOR & OUTDOOR QUALITY PROVISION FOR THE UNDER 2’S
Saturday 6th October 2012, Carlton Hotel, Tralee 

This year’s conference will focus on quality provision for babies and wobblers.  We have decided to look at this area following the identification by many full-daycare services and childminders of the difficulties experienced by them in planning appropriate and stimulating activities for this age group.  Ideally all members of staff working with this age group in services should attend on the day, however if this is not possible, then key personnel should attend.  

Due to ongoing budget cuts it is extremely unlikely that Kerry CCC will be in a position to offer this level of expertise to providers for a number of years so we would urge you to make the most of this fabulous opportunity to enhance the quality of the provision for the babies and wobblers in your care.  

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:

Claire Devlin:  Early Education Consultant

Clare Devlin has been working within the field of early years care and education since 1988 and has been specifically focusing on the design and delivery of bespoke quality training programmes across the island of Ireland since 2009. Clare has had a lead role in the development of:

· The Developmental Programme for Two Year Olds in Northern Ireland (Department of Education NI)

· Eager and Able to Learn programme (Early Years – the organisation for young children)

Clare Devlin – Early Education Consultancy conducted the Booktime Evaluation for Northern Ireland (Booktrust) in 2010.

www.claredevlin.org
Clare believes in the importance of “Being with children”. This is not simply about sharing space with children – it is about how we “behave” with the children. Claire will focus on indoor provision for the under 2’s and using 'what? So what? Now what?’ as a planning tool for individual children

Jan White, Education Consultant for Outdoor Provision in the Early Years

With over twenty years’ experience of working in education, Jan has developed a deep commitment to the consistently powerful effect of the outdoors on young children.  She now works as an early childhood consultant to advocate and support high quality outdoor provision for all children from birth to five, and is currently a visiting lecturer at Sheffield Hallam University, landscape researcher at Sheffield University and associate consultant at Early Excellence.  Her book ‘Playing and Learning Outdoors: making provision for high quality experiences in the outdoor environment’ is published by Routledge (2008).

Jan will focus on outdoor provision for the under 2’s and using ‘schemas’ as a planning tool for individual children

Contact Catherine or Denise on (066) 7181582 to avail of a booking form

Cost €20 per person
KERRY COUNTY CHILDCARE COMMITTEE TO DRIVE ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE FOR CHILDREN WITH BEEP BEEP DAY 2012 IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ROAD SAFETY AUTHORITY
Sincere thanks to all Providers and Childminders, children and parents who participated in the Countywide Beep Beep Day for Kerry on Friday 18th May 2012.  We received some beautiful photos of the children taking part, which will be available to see on our website.  

A reminder that National Road Safety Week is taking place from 8th – 14th October 2012.  So if you require any further Hi Vis jackets for Pre-Schoolers, Information leaflets for parents or resources please do not hesitate to contact us regarding same.

At this stage, Providers and Child-minders should have received the pack entitled ‘Simon and Friends’.  The aim of the resource is to promote road safety to children aged five and under.  The series centres on four characters who promote age appropriate road safety messages to children.
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So why not continue your good work, and for National Road Safety Week you can once again reinforce this road safety message to your pre-schoolers through:

· Reading the ‘Simon and Friends’ stories to the children

· Encourage the Children to act out the stories!

· Distributing the Simon and Friends Information leaflets to parents, in order to encourage the extension of this learning at home

If you have any queries, or would like to order resources please contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582 or kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com.
QUALITY NEWS
LITERACY AND NUMERACY WORKSHOPS - CATHERINE CALLAGHAN, QUALITY OFFICER
As a result of the National Strategy – ‘Literacy & Numeracy for Learning and Life’ (DES 2011 – 2020), the Department of Children & Youth Affairs (DCYA) have directed all City & County Childcare Committees to prioritize Literacy & Numeracy training for all childcare providers.   

A Literacy workshop will be held on Wednesday 24th October in the KCCC offices from 6.30pm – 9pm. 
It will focus on the following:

·  Developing listening skills in children 

· Early reading

· Development of storytelling/inventing

· Purposeful emergent writing

A numeracy workshop will be held on Tuesday 6th November in the KCCC offices from 6.30pm – 9pm. 
It will focus on the following:

· Consideration of a mathematically rich environment

· Developing a math’s learning zone

· Collections

· Numbers and calculating through rhymes

Each participant needs to bring: A frog (wood, plastic, toy/puppet etc.)

                                                A duck (wood, plastic, toy/puppet etc.)

                                                An interesting box.

Curious?!  Intrigued?! Then to book a place on these workshops please ring Catherine on 066 7181582 or email her at catherine@kerrycountychildcare.com
Places will be limited but further workshops will be offered if needed.

BUNTUS – Kerry Local Sports Partnership 
Buntús Start is a comprehensive training programme in the area of physical activity for childcare staff. It has been designed for use in pre-school settings so that pre-school and playgroup leaders can provide a wide range of learning opportunities for young children to develop their fundamental motor skills, manipulative skills, co-ordination and balancing skills and develop a positive attitude to physical activity. 
Programme Format:
· A six hour physical activity training course for staff (2 sessions of 3 hrs) 
· A bag of sports equipment/resource cards is distributed to each centre

· The tutor makes a support visit to each facility
Participant Quote:

“The pre-school took part in the Buntus Start programme. The response from the children has been phenomenal they absolutely love the pack and the various games that are being implemented by the staff from the training they undertook. We are delighted to have taken part in this programme without it due to budget cuts the resource pack would not be part of our centre. We feel as staff that the children would have missed out on this great opportunity with regards to their physical well being”        Listowel Family Resource Centre
UPCOMING TRAINING:

Dates: 
October 9th & October 23rd 

Time: 

6.30-9.30pm each evening

Venue:  
St Brendan’s College, Killarney

Cost: 

€100 per facility 

(Includes training for all staff members and equipment/resource cards)

To express your interest in taking part in this course, please contact Hazel Byrne, Kerry Recreation and Sports Partnership on 066-7184776 or via email to hazel.byrne@kerrycoco.ie by 5pm on October 1st.  Please note: Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis and the course will be cancelled 1 week prior to the start of the course if numbers are insufficient  
BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP
Kerry CCC are hoping to deliver a workshop focusing on Behaviour Management strategies for Providers in November 2012.  We are awaiting the Workshop Facilitator to get back to us with confirmed dates, but if you would like to express an interest in participating in this workshop please contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582.  Once all details are finalized, we will be in contact with all Providers in the county to confirm.
STAFF APPRAISALS & HOW TO MOTIVATE YOUR STAFF TEAM

Following on from the Staff Support & Supervision Workshops in 2011 and 2012, Kerry County Childcare Committee are building on this foundation and delivering training in 2012 on Staff Appraisals and How to motivate your staff team.  Thank you to all the Providers who participated in the Tralee workshop in May 2012.
Often, minor issues within a staff team such as performance and personality to name a few, are left grow and develop.  As a manager/management committee you can very easily have a serious issue on your hands leading to grievance and/or disciplinary action.

There really is no need, when effective staff support and supervision, coupled with regular and effective Staff Appraisals can prevent this from happening.  Don’t leave it until till it’s a crisis.

To participate in the Staff Appraisal Training, It is a pre requisite that you have completed the Staff Support & Supervision Training Workshop.

Staff Appraisals & How to Motivate Your Staff Team
Thursday 15th November 2012
Killarney Court Hotel

6.30-9.30pm

Places must be PRE BOOKED before Monday 12th November 2012. This course is FREE OF CHARGE.

You can text 087 275 1760 or email: kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com 

Kerry County Childcare Committee can also co-supervise and/or co-appraise with the Manager/Management Committee to ensure the effective implementation of this process in your Service, so if you need any assistance, please do not hesitate to call Kathryn O’Donnell on 066 718 1582.

Training will go ahead subject to numbers.  If further information and / or clarification are required please do not hesitate to contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582.
Correspondence with full details will be sent to all providers in October 2012.

Forthcoming Training Workshops for 2012 and Spring 2013:

· Common Employment Challenges and how to avoid them

· Policy Development and Review Workshop

· Recruitment Information Pack and Workshop
· Staff Support & Supervision
If you are interested in any of these forthcoming workshops, please contact Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer @ 066 718 1582 or kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com
CHILDMINDING NEWS - DENISE QUINLAN, CHILDMINDER ADVISORY OFFICER
Training for Childminders September - December 2012

Early Skills Development:  This workshop focuses on early skills development from birth – 5 years.  There are many things you can do to help your child develop their talking and listening skills.  You can give them a good start in life so that they will become confident readers and writers and have an awareness of maths in everyday life.  

The workshop will give childminders and parents some ideas of things to do in the home to help in the development of children’s early language skills – speaking, listening, reading and writing, and their early numeracy skills.  All participants will receive a resource pack to use in their childcare setting.  Each resource pack contains the following:


Read & write Together (3-5 yrs)


Count & Figure it out Together (3-5 yrs)                                           


Read with Me (3-8 yrs)



Talk & Listen Together (birth—3 yrs) 

22nd September 2012    Venue:  To be decided      Cost:  €20

Introduction to Childminding - Quality Awareness Programme:  The Quality Awareness Programme is an introductory childcare course developed by Kerry County Childcare Committee.  It is delivered over two days to Childminders,  parents of small children who are interested in learning more about their child’s development and to parents who would like to know more when sourcing childminding care for their children.  The main objectives of the workshop are to create awareness among participants of the following:

· The needs of the Child / Child Development

· Protection of the Child / Relevant Legislation

· The need for good procedures and working relationships between childminders and  parents

· Assisting with Early Skills Development

· The importance of play for young children

· Creating appropriate play and learning experiences for young children

· Creating and maintaining a rich play/learning environment in the home

· Hygiene, Health and Safety in a home environment

13th & 20th October 2012    Venue: Tralee     Cost: €20

PhysiKids Physical Activity Workshop:  Kerry County Childcare Committees in conjunction with Kerry Education Service and Kerry Local Sports Partnership have pooled expertise and resources to put together a Physical Activity Pack specifically suitable for use by Childminders and the children in their care.  The aim of the ‘Childminders Physical Activity Pack’ is to furnish Childminders with skills, games and equipment for children with the main emphasis on colour, tactile equipment and fun! This pack aims to develop not only physical activity skills but also develop creative, personal, social and emotional capabilities and most importantly to establish a positive attitude to activity and a healthy lifestyle.   To avail of the pack, valued at over €70, Childminders must participate in a fun filled workshop which gives lots of ideas of games and activities for young children using the resources in the pack.

Date to be confirmed

Financial Management Workshop:  Are you having difficulty sorting out your finances at the end of every month?  Are you aware of the types of expenses that you can write off against you tax bill at the end of the year?  Do you want to register as self-employed but don’t know how to do so?  Do you have questions about tax?  Do you want to avail of the €15,000 tax exemption for childminders?  Will income from childminding affect your social welfare payments?  If you need answers to the above questions then you may be interested in attending our Financial Management workshop.  This workshop has been developed by Kerry County Childcare Committee specifically for childminders.  

Saturday 10th November 2012    Venue: Tralee     Cost: €10
First Aid Training:  Three-day Occupational First Aid training including Paediatric First Aid and Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Training:  
Saturday 17th November, Sunday 18th November, Saturday 24 November 2012       Venue: Tralee     Cost: €70

For further information on any of the workshops above or to request a booking form, please contact Denise on:

Tel:  (066) 7181582; Mobile:  (087) 9676603; Email:  denise@kerrycountychildcare.com

FACEBOOK for Kerry Childminders

Over the coming weeks, Denise our Childminder Advisory Officer, will develop a facebook page for childminders in Kerry.  It is hoped that this will be a new and interesting way for childminders in Kerry to network and keep in touch with each other as well as Denise.  We’ll let you know when it’s up and running… 

Voluntary Notification for childminders

Childminders caring for 3 children or less can voluntary notify Kerry County Childcare Committee of their childminding service.  Childminders caring for 4 or more children (excluding their own) are required to notify the HSE, Preschool Department.  

The contact details of HSE notified and voluntary notified childminders can be circulated to parents who contact KCCC looking for childminding care for their children.  

If you have any queries regarding voluntary notification or require support in completing the voluntary notification application form or require information in relation the HSE notification, then please feel free to contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / (087) 9676603 to assist you.

Childminder Mentoring Support

If you are a new childminder or are thinking of setting up a childminding business in your home then Bernie and Helen are available to offer any support that you may need.  Bernie & Helen have been childminding for a number of years in Kerry.  You can contact them to talk about any issues that you may have or else you could make an appointment to call to them at their home to gain an insight into the day to day operations of a childminding setting.  For further details on this contact Denise on (066) 7181582.

PARENT’S CORNER
The following Childcare Funding Schemes are available through the Department of Children & Youth Affairs to parents to assist them in accessing training and employment opportunities.  Children are also supported by the Department through the provision of a free preschool year.   
CETS (Childcare Employment & Training Support Scheme)

This is a childcare support scheme where heavily subsidised childcare places are available for parents who are attending a FAS training course or certain VEC educational programmes.

CCS (Community Childcare Subvention Scheme)

The CCS scheme was introduced to help community based not-for-profit childcare services to provide quality childcare at a reduced cost to parents in receipt of social welfare payments.  It is not available through private childcare services.

ECCE (Early Childhood Care & Education Scheme)

ECCE is the scheme designed to give children access to appropriate programme-based activities at a childcare service in the year before they start primary school.  When eligible, your child is entitled to a free preschool session of 3 hours per day, 5 days per week for 38 weeks.

Is my Child eligible for the ECCE Scheme?

When was your child born?

Between 2nd February 2009 and 30th June 2010

 – They are eligible for their free place from September 2013

Between 2nd February 2010 and 30th June 2011

 – They are eligible for their free place from September 2014
Between 2nd February 2011 and 30th June 2012

 – They are eligible for their free place from September 2015
For further details on any of these schemes please contact Kerry County Childcare Committee on (066) 7181582 / info@kerrycountychildcare.com

CHILDCARE PROVIDER NETWORK MEETING DATES – Autumn 2012
A new addition to Kerry CCC Network structures for 2012 is an Afterschool Service Network.  
The first meeting of this network will take place on Wednesday 10th October 2012, 7.30pm at Kerry CCC Offices, Unit 5 DavCon Business Centre, Monavalley Business Park, Tralee. 
South Kerry Providers Network

Kathryn O’Donnell and Catherine Callaghan are facilitating the South Kerry Providers Network in 2 locations in South Kerry.  Providers in South Kerry are free to attend whichever venue suits
· Tuesday 2nd October 2012, 7.30pm, Fossa Community Childcare, Fossa, Killarney, Co Kerry

· Wednesday 3rd October 2012, 7.30pm, Sean Scoil, Killorglin, Co Kerry
Tralee Provider’s Network                                 Catherine Callaghan             066 718 1582/ 087 967 5212
· Wednesday 3rd October 2012, 7.30pm, Kerry CCC Offices, Unit 5 DavCon Business Centre, Monavalley Business Park, Tralee.
This Network is facilitated by Catherine Callaghan, Quality Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Catherine on 066 718 1582.
Sliabh Luachra Provider’s Network                  Catherine Callaghan             066 718 1582/ 087 967 5212
· Tuesday 9th October 2012, 7.30pm, NEKD Offices, Crageen, Castleisland, Co Kerry.

This Network is facilitated by Catherine Callaghan, Quality Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Catherine on 066 718 1582.
Gréasán Soláthróirí do Chiarraí Thíar           Cait Ni Dhomnail                     066 718 1582/ 087 275 1760
· Thursday 11th October 2012, 7.30pm, Venue to be decided

Agenda and Meeting Notice will be sent in advance of meeting
This Network is facilitated by Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Kathryn on 066 718 1582.
North Kerry Provider’s Network                    Kathryn O’Donnell                   066 718 1582/ 087 275 1760
· Thursday 4th October 2012, 7.30pm, Venue  to be Decided
Agenda and Meeting Notice will be sent in advance of meeting
This Network is facilitated by Kathryn O’Donnell, Support & Development Officer with KCCC.  If you have any questions or would like more information, contact Kathryn on 066 718 1582.

Providers in Kerry are free to attend whichever Network venue suits them!

Why join a Childcare Network?


Networking provides opportunities to:

· Improve the quality of your childcare service through the exchange of ideas and knowledge with other network members.

· Widen horizons and learn from each others experiences. Discuss difficult issues and explore solutions.

· Share successes and the method/reasons behind the achievement.

· The Networks also provide a vehicle for the feedback of information from the Network to the Kerry County Childcare Committee. Therefore, your voice can be heard and can inform the work of the County Childcare Committee.

Staff, Managers and Owners of Childcare Services in Kerry are welcome to attend Network Meetings.

Throughout 2012 the staff of KCCC looks forward to meeting you at Network meetings and also by coming to meet you at your service and look at any support needs you may require from Kerry CCC.

Staff Details

Oonagh Fleming

Manager

Pamela Curran

Administrator & Project Administration Support Worker

Denise Quinlan

Childminder Advisory Officer

Catherine Callaghan

Quality Officer

Kathryn O’Donnell

Support & Development Officer
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Kerry County Childcare Committee Ltd

Unit 5 DavCon Business Centre

Monavalley Business Park

Tralee

Co Kerry

Telephone:
066 718 1582


Fax:

066 710 2945

Email:

info@kerrycountychildcare.com

Web:

www.kerrycountychildcare.com
Editor: Kathryn O’Donnell
Disclaimer

Kerry County Childcare Committee has made every effort to ensure that all the information included in this publication is accurate and was correct at time of going to print.  However, under no circumstances will Kerry County Childcare Committee Board be liable in respect of any error(s), omissions, typographical errors or incorrect information therein.
Kerry County Childcare Committee assumes no liability whatsoever for any damage resulting from use of this publication or its contents.
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The NCIP 2006-2010 is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013

The EOCP 2000-2006 is funded by the Irish Government and part-financed by the European Union Structural Funds under the National Development Plan 2000-2006
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