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Christmas Closing and Opening Dates for KCCC Offices
KCCC offices will reopen on Monday 7th January 2013.
The Staff and Board of Kerry County Childcare Committee would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas, and every best with for the New Year.

We look forward to seeing you and working with once again in 2013.
Minister for Children & youth Affairs announces new supports for children & Families
6,000 places in a new After-School Childcare Scheme

€2.5 million for new Area Based Approach to Child Poverty initiative

Capital funding for National Children Detention Facility – to end the practice of detaining 16 and 17 year olds in St. St Patrick’s Institution;

Savings to be matched by reforms and value-for money reviews.

 Wednesday 5th December 2012
Frances Fitzgerald T.D., Minister for Children and Youth Affairs today welcomed the 2013 Estimate for her Department which includes a number of new initiatives aimed at supporting children and families.

The 2013 Department of Children and Youth Affairs estimates package includes:

· Over 6,000 places in a new After-School Childcare Scheme, for children in primary school, to support low-income families to take up employment;

· €2.5 million for a new ‘Area Based Approach to Child Poverty’ initiative

· Retention of the universal free-pre-school year;

· €20.4m in capital funding for development of National Children Detention Facility at Oberstown  - to end the practice of detaining 16 and 17 year olds in St Patrick’s Institution;

· Savings across a number programme area, to be matched by reforms and value-for money review.

The 2013 estimate include an allocation of €443 for the Department of Children and Youth Affairs. This represents an increase of €16m over 2012 allocation and consists of €417 million in current expenditure and €26 million in capital expenditure. The separate 2013 estimate for HSE Child & Family Services is €546m. This funding line will be transferred to the new Child & Family Support Agency when established in 2013.

Commenting on the overall estimates package, Minister Fitzgerald stated: “The 2013 Estimate shows the continuing commitment of this Government to the ongoing development of quality and effective services to support children and families.  As part of our efforts to address Ireland’s deficit, my Department, like all others, has had to find savings. However our overall approach has been to prioritise investment in child and family services and to reform funding streams and delivery mechanisms in order to make the best possible use of resources.”

After-School Childcare Scheme
Minister Fitzgerald in conjunction with her colleague the Minister for Social Protection has today announced a new After-School Childcare Scheme,. This joint initiative will provide over 6,000 afterschool childcare places for children in primary school. This will begin with a pilot scheme in early 2013.  The places will be targeted at low-income families and will support parents availing of an employment opportunity. Both Ministers emphasised the initiative is part of the Government's overall strategy to support parents in low income families to take up employment.  The funding provision for this initiative will be €14 million in a full year.  Officials of both Departments will work closely on the operational details of the scheme and the estimated costs in 2013 will be reviewed in this context. 

The new After-School Childcare Scheme will further augment my Department’s programme of childcare supports for low income parents, which with this additional funding will now amount to over €88m. This programme includes the existing Childcare Community Subvention (CCS) scheme and the Community Employment and Training Scheme (CETS).  This is addition to the universal free pre-school year which has a separate budget of €175 million (see below).

Minister Fitzgerald said: “Extending childcare provision has been a key priority for me. This initiative shows how Departments are working together to deliver on this Government’s agenda to promote employment and to support children’s development.”

Area Based Approach to Child Poverty’ Initiative
Minister Fitzgerald has welcomed the new ‘Area Based Approach to Child Poverty’ initiative for which €2.5 million has been provided for in the 2013 Estimates.

This initiative will build on and continue the work of the Prevention and Early Intervention Programme (PEIP) which supported projects in Tallaght, Ballymun and Darndale. These projects involve a range of pilot programmes to improve outcomes in areas such as literacy, speech and language, parenting, health and pro-social behaviour. These programmes are currently being evaluated by national and international experts. Minister Fitzgerald said that it was important that we mainstream the learning from these pilot projects so that proven and effective supports for children and families could be delivered right through the country, including through the range of services to be provided by the new Child & Family Support Agency.

The new initiative announced today reflects the Programme for Government commitment to adopt an area based approach to child poverty in co-operation with philanthropic partners, drawing upon best international practice and existing services, to break the cycle of child poverty where it is most deeply entrenched. 

In line with this commitment, the Department of Children and Youth Affairs, in conjunction with the Office of the Tanáiste and the Departments of Social Protection, Communities, and Education will work in 2013 to expand the number of project sites from 3 to 6. By 2015, the Exchequer funding for the initiative is expected to be in the region of €4.75 million.

Minister Fitzgerald said that the new initiative will not simply be a continuation of the PEIP scheme but will instead seek to implement programmes which have already been evaluated and proven to work in improving outcomes for children and families at risk of disadvantage,


Minister Fitzgerald stated: “We know that early intervention improves life chances for children and families. This is even truer in communities with high levels of disadvantage and joblessness.”

“I welcome this investment which supports a key Programme for Government objective and demonstrates this Government’s commitment to early intervention to support childhood development and tackle child poverty.”

“This new initiative will draw upon existing community strengths and efforts already underway.”


Retention of the Universal Free Pre-School Year
Despite the need to find savings to meet the Budget deficit, Minister Fitzgerald is pleased to confirm funding has been confirmed to maintain and protect the universal free pre-school year.  Over 65,000 children are availing of the year at an annual cost of €175 million.

Minister Fitzgerald stated: “Given the importance of early years education and early interventions to improving the educational and development outcomes for children, I have been steadfast in preserving the universality of this scheme.”


National Children Detention Facility project Minister Fitzgerald has welcomed the decision to allocate €20.4m in capital funding in 2013 to her Department to enable the National Children Detention Facility project in Oberstown to proceed.   Earlier this year Minister Fitzgerald announced the Government’s decision to end the practice of detaining 16 and 17 year olds in St. Patrick’s Institution through developing the Oberstown facility.

Minister Fitzgerald stated: “Since assuming responsibility for the children detention system in January of this year, I have worked with my colleagues in Government on a range of actions to end the practice of detaining children in St Patrick’s Institution  which is of course an adult institution.”

“First of all, in April of this year I announced a capital investment package for the Oberstown children detention schools project.  This will result in sufficient capacity to extend the child care model of detention to all young people under the age of 18 years by mid 2014.”

“Secondly, I ended the practice of detaining 16 year old boys in St Patrick’s Institution on 1 May 2012 by using existing capacity that was available on the Oberstown children detention school campus in Lusk, Co Dublin.  Since July 2012 there have been no 16 year old boys detained in St Patrick’s Institution.”


Capital Programmes for Youth and Childcare
A further €5 million has been allocated to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs in 2013 to provide for a number of initiatives including a new capital programme for Youth Cafes and other youth projects as well as schemes funding Play and Recreation and Parent and Toddler groups.  The Minister plans to make further details of these initiatives, including funding for childcare services, available in early 2013.


Establishment of the Child and Family Support Agency:
One of the most important tasks now facing the Department is the establishment of the Child & Family Support Agency. The Minister welcomed the allocation of €546 million in the Health Service Executive Vote for 2013 in respect of Children and Family Services.  This consists of €545 million in current expenditure and €1 million in capital.

Minister Fitzgerald stated: “The maintenance of the budgetary provision for child welfare and protection services at a time of wider curtailment in public expenditure reflects the priority attached by Government to this area.  The potential provided by these resources will be further strengthened in 2013 through reform and the establishment of the new Child & Family Support Agency in 2013. This will involve moving the child welfare and protection services out of the HSE and creating a new statutory body which will also encompass both the National Educational Welfare Board and the Family Support Agency”.

“Under this Government’s reform programme, we are moving to a situation where child and family welfare is the sole focus of a single dedicated State agency, overseen by a single dedicated government Department.”

The removal of child protection services from the HSE and the establishment of the new Child and Family Support Agency are key commitments in the Programme for Government.

The Government has given approval to the drafting of a Bill to establish the Child and Family Support Agency.  Work on the preparation of the legislation is proceeding as a priority and the intention is that the Agency will be established in early 2013.  This will involve the transfer of over 4,000 staff.

The Minister said that the reform of child and family services and the establishment of the new Agency represent an essential response to the deficiencies in services identified in previous reports on child protection in Ireland. The Minister commented that: “for too long in this country we have had too many different agencies and services all doing their own things – with insufficient joined-up thinking and no working together. As a result, for too long, children were being failed.”

The Minister stated: “Leadership expertise, enhanced accountability and more efficient inter-agency working will be important features at the heart of the working of the new Agency. Equally important will be the increased focus on early intervention and family support services, aimed at delivering 'proportionate' responses to child welfare concerns and to protect children in the home.  This approach will be supported by the inclusion of the existing Family Support Agency and its nationwide network of 106 Family Resource Centres.”


Savings & Reforms
In line with the Government’s Comprehensive Review of Expenditure agreed in 2011, the Department of Children & Youth Affairs is seeking savings across a number of programme areas. The Department of Children & Youth Affairs has sought to ensure that savings are matched with reforms so as to seek to deliver greater value-for-money and operating efficiencies.

· With respect to youth service funding, five separate funding streams will be streamlined so that from January 2013, 470 projects will receive one funding stream allowing more flexibility in setting priorities, managing savings and reconfiguring service provision. Furthermore the Department of Children and Youth Affairs will next month commence a formal Value for Money review and this is expected to report by mid 2013. There will be no cut to funding for local voluntary youth clubs.

· The Family Support Agency recently undertook a review of funding to Family Resource Centres. The Report from the review is due to be finalised within the next few weeks.  The Family Resource Centres will, along with the HSE’s Children and Family Services, form an integral part of the new Child and Family Support Agency, due to be established in 2013. FRC’s will form part of new seamless community-based model of family support which will further facilitate and support greater operating efficiencies.

· With respect to the School Completion Programme, a full review will take place in 2013. This will address potential to achieve greater consistency in programme delivery, administration and other costs amongst the 124 local projects who deliver the programme.

Ends…/

Childminding News

Financial Management Workshop:  Are you having difficulty sorting out your finances at the end of every month?  Are you aware of the types of expenses that you can write off against you tax bill at the end of the year?  Do you want to register as self-employed but don’t know how to do so?  Do you have questions about tax?  Do you want to avail of the €15,000 tax exemption for childminders?  Will income from childminding affect your social welfare payments?  If you need answers to the above questions then you may be interested in attending our Financial Management workshop.  This workshop has been developed by Kerry County Childcare Committee specifically for childminders.  

Saturday 26th January 2013    Venue: Tralee     Cost: €10
FACEBOOK for Kerry Childminders
In the new year, our Facebook page for childminders will be up and running.  It is hoped that this will be a new and interesting way for childminders in Kerry to network and keep in touch with each other as well as Denise.  We’ll let you know when it’s up and running… 

Parents Looking for a Childminder!!!!

Frequently parents contact Kerry CCC looking for a childminder to care for their children.  The contact details of HSE notified and voluntary notified childminders can be circulated to these parents.  
Childminders caring for 3 children or less can voluntary notify Kerry County Childcare Committee of their childminding service.  Childminders caring for 4 or more children (excluding their own) are required to notify the HSE, Preschool Department.  

If you are interested in having your name on the list that is forwarded to these parents then you must either voluntary notify Kerry CCC or notify the HSE (whichever is appropriate).  

If you have any queries regarding voluntary notification or require support in completing the voluntary notification application form or require information in relation the HSE notification, then please feel free to contact Denise on (066) 7181582 / (087) 9676603 to assist you.

Childminder Mentoring Support

If you are a new childminder or are thinking of setting up a childminding business in your home then Bernie and Helen are available to offer any support that you may need.  Bernie & Helen have been childminding for a number of years in Kerry.  You can contact them to talk about any issues that you may have or else you could make an appointment to call to them at their home to gain an insight into the day to day operations of a childminding setting.  For further details on this contact Denise on (066) 7181582.
PARENT’S CORNER
Parenting Our Children: Art and Science 2013

LLL Tralee will host its sixth annual conference on:

Saturday February 23rd 2013

9.30am-12.45pm

With Guest Speaker, Dr John Sharry

Topics will include:

Positive Parenting: Bringing up responsible and happy children &

  Cooperative Parenting: Staying together, when you are so different

Full details and registration forms will be available in Jan 2013



           

         


[image: image6.jpg]



Dr. John Sharry is a solution-focused therapist and trainer with over 20 years experience working with individuals, families and organisations. He is a founding director of the Parents Plus Charity and works part-time as Principal Social Worker at the Mater Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, and is also an adjunct senior lecturer at the school of psychology in UCD . John is also clinical advisor to SilverCloud Health who develop online mental health programmes for services.

John is also the co-developer of the award winning Parents Plus Programmes (evidence-based parenting courses) as well as the Working Things Out Programme (a multimedia therapeutic resource for young people overcoming mental health problems) which are used extensively in services and schools throughout Ireland and the UK.

He is the author of ten books in counselling and mental health including three best selling positive psychology books such as Becoming a Solution Detective, and Counselling Children Adolescents and Families and seven popular self-help books for parents and families, such as Bringing up Responsible Teenagers,  Parenting preschoolers and young children, When Parents Separate- helping your children cope, Coping with Depression in Young People and Positive Parenting: Bringing up responsible, well-behaved and happy children. His books have been translated into eight languages including Japanese, Chinese and Arabic.

He is a regular contributor to radio and the national media, and is a weekly contributor to the Irish Times newspaper, writing on the subject of parenting and family life and is the featured parenting expert and life coach on the VHI website.

A renowned teacher, trainer and workshop presenter nationally and internationally, John has trained thousands of professionals in the last decade and delivers hundreds of courses and workshops to parents and families. John is well known for his engaging, inspirational yet informative and practical presentation style.

CHILD SAFETY AT CHRISTMAS
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Christmas is an exciting and magical time for children - holidays, family gatherings and Santa bringing presents. 

Of course parents and carers are usually busier than ever at Christmas! Often this results in reduced supervision of children and this, along with changes in normal routines at home - children with new toys or equipment and more people than usual in the house - can often lead to unintentional injuries (accidents) to children.

Research shows children suffer more unintentional injuries at this festive time, so remember the key message where child safety is concerned is - 

Watch your child at all times as children do not understand danger.
	A little advice to help keep children safe this Christmas:

	Christmas trees and decorations:
· Buy your decorations and tree from a reputable/trustworthy source and check that the items have a relevant safety symbol.

· Make sure your decorations and artifical tree are fire resistant - this will help reduce the risk of them catching fire, but every care still needs to be taken.

· If your tree is real: 
· be aware that some are sprayed with chemicals to prevent the needles from shedding. These chemicals could be flammable.

· remember the drier the tree the more of a fire hazard it is.

· Position your tree safely and securely and away from doorways, passage ways, fire, radiators and heaters.

· Keep all related packaging in a secure place out of reach and sight of children. 

· Try to avoid decorations that are too easily broken - this will help prevent the risk of cuts to children should they reach them.

· Check your decorations don’t contain small parts that could be a choking risk to children should they get their hands on them.

· Buy decorations that are fire resistant.

· Do not hang decorations, even fire resistant ones, near or out of light fittings as this is a potential fire risk. 

· Do not hang, attach or balance Christmas decorations, stockings or cards on the fireplace or the surrounding area. Sparks or heat from the fire could set them alight. They might also tempt children to go to the fireplace. 

· If using heavy holders for Christmas stockings, be mindful that children could pull them down causing serious injury - so keep the stockings out of reach of children.

	Christmas Lights: 
· Be careful of where you place Christmas lights - strands of lights can be a strangulation risk, while small lights or bits of lights can be a choking risk.

· Check that they are working properly before you use them.

· Only buy Christmas lights from a reputable source and make sure they have a relevant safety symbol.

· If putting lights outdoors, check first that they are suitable for outdoor use - only use outdoor lights in outdoor locations.

· Do not use lights that are faulty.

· Switch off Christmas lights when going to bed and when leaving the house.

· Make sure sockets are not overloaded.

· Keep flexes out of sight and reach of children.

	Entertaining or visiting: 
· Be careful of visitors' handbags and coat pockets - keep them out of reach of children. Remember children (both girls and boys) love going through handbags and many handbags and coat pockets contain injury risks such as medication, lighters, matches, sharp and/or small objects.

· Place alcoholic drinks out of reach of children.

· Keep peanuts, popcorn and other small food items out of reach of babies and young children.[image: image8.jpg]



· When travelling in a car, always securely strap your child into an appropriate child restraint suitable to their weight and height – no matter how short the journey.

· If travelling on long journeys take regular breaks, park in a safe place and place your baby on his back for a short while.

· Once you have reached your destination, do not leave babies in sitting devices such as car seats, buggies etc for long periods of time. 

· Extra supervision of your child is required when visiting as the venue/house may not be as child friendly as your own home.

· If out shopping be extra vigilant to ensure your child does not stray and get lost - Christmas can be a very busy time in shopping centres etc. 

	Poisons and alcohol:
· The Poisons Information Centre have a public poisons information line - (01) 809 2166 (each day from 8am -10pm) save this number to your phone now.[image: image9.jpg]



· Mistletoe and holly are often used at Christmas for decorative displays. Remember to keep them out of reach of children at all times as they and some other plants and flowers are [image: image10.jpg]


poisonous. 

· Did you know that many cosmetics such as perfumes, shampoos, hairsprays etc are poisonous? Keep such things out of sight and reach of children.[image: image11.jpg]



· Store alcohol securely out of children’s reach. Be particularly mindful of children innocently taking a drink from a glass thinking it is a soft drink. Remember alcohol can be very harmful to children.

· Never ever drink and drive.

	Choking and strangulation:
· Children are at risk of choking and strangulation from anything placed around their necks or in their mouths. This includes cords, bibs, strings, jewellery and clothing with cords/strings attached.

· These items can get caught up in objects such as furniture, bedding etc.[image: image12.jpg]



· Always remove bibs after feeding.

· Children often get gifts of jewellery. 

· Never allow babies or young children wear jewellery around their necks as it poses a choking and suffocation risk.

· Always remove any jewellery before children go to bed.

· Make sure all toys are suitable to the child’s age and developmental stage.

· Dispose of packaging and wrapping safely and securely as this is a huge choking and suffocation hazard to children.

· Balloons are not toys - only adults should inflate balloons and children should be supervised around balloons.

· As babies and young children have a natural tendency to place things in their mouths, [image: image13.jpg]


choking is a big risk.

· Keep small items such as peanuts, popcorn, hard sweets, coins, small toys etc out of reach of young children. Be mindful of older children sharing their toys or food with younger children. 

	Falls, head and crush injuries:
· Be mindful of new equipment, furniture and TVs at Christmas - make sure they are [image: image14.jpg]


positioned and secured properly to the wall or stand. Take the time to check existing equipment also to make sure it cannot be pulled over.

· Take care with outdoor play equipment - put it together properly, position it correctly and safely and always supervise your children.

· Check that Santa has provided helmets and safety gear for bicycles, scooters etc to help prevent serious head injuries.

· Research has shown that babies using baby walkers are at higher risk of head injury, falls, burns, scalds and poisonings. Therefore parents and carers should use safer alternatives to baby walkers such as stationary activity centres and play pens.

	Burns, scalds and fires:
· Hair straighteners are popular gifts at Christmas:

· Did you know that hair straighteners can reach temperatures of 200oC and higher – hot enough to fry an egg – and can take as long as 40 minutes to cool down?

· This makes them a huge injury risk to children - horrific burn injuries can occur very quickly. The average age of children admitted to hospital with hair straightener burns[image: image15.jpg]


 is 18 months.

· Prevent hair straigherner burns by following these simple steps:

· Switch hair straighteners off and unplug them straight away

· Slide them into a heat resistant bag

· Store them out of the sight and reach of children. 

· Place candles in a safe place - away from curtains, blinds and draughts - and out of reach of children. 

· Never leave burning candles unattended.[image: image16.jpg]



· Always supervise children in a room where candles are lit.

· Never move a lit candle.

· Keep matches, cigarette lighters etc out of sight and reach of children.

· Remember, the points above apply to anything with a flame, including oil/fragrance burners, incense sticks etc.

· Check that cooker guards are in position, turn in handles when cooking, cook on back rings first.

· Check that your fire has a spark guard and fireguard in position. [image: image17.jpg]



· Secure the fire guard to the wall.

· Never place anything on top of the fire guard.

· Switch off and unplug unnecessary electrical equipment when going out or going to bed.

· Never leave mobile phones or other devices charging over night.

· Remember the 4 golden rules of fire safety:

· Fit working smoke alarms and test them regularly

· Make a fire escape plan and practice it often[image: image18.jpg]



· Check for fire dangers in your home and correct them

· Carry out a ‘last thing at night’ routine.

· Do not leave hot drinks unattended, remember children’s skin is particularly sensitive and hot drinks can burn up to 20 minutes after being poured.

	Pets:[image: image19.jpg]



· Some families get pets for Christmas. 

· As pets can be unpredictable, no child should be left unattended with a pet or indeed any other animal.

	Keeping a routine:[image: image20.jpg]|
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For babies and young children, try to keep sleep routines as normal as possible, as children are likely to get clumsy when tired and are therefore more at risk of injury.

	Toy safety:[image: image21.jpg]



· Of course Santa will be bringing toys, learn more about Child Safety and Toys.

	Further information:
· The advice above is not intended to be complete or exhaustive - it is a prompt to raise consciousness of child safety. at Christmas.

· Lots more detail on the above topics and other child safety issues is available on the main website.


Staff Details

Oonagh Fleming

Manager

Pamela Curran

Administrator & Project Administration Support Worker

Denise Quinlan

Childminder Advisory Officer

Catherine Callaghan

Quality Officer

Kathryn O’Donnell

Support & Development Officer
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Kerry County Childcare Committee Ltd

Unit 5 DavCon Business Centre

Monavalley Business Park

Tralee

Co Kerry

Telephone:
066 718 1582


Fax:

066 710 2945

Email:

info@kerrycountychildcare.com

Web:

www.kerrycountychildcare.com
Editor: Kathryn O’Donnell
Disclaimer

Kerry County Childcare Committee has made every effort to ensure that all the information included in this publication is accurate and was correct at time of going to print.  However, under no circumstances will Kerry County Childcare Committee Board be liable in respect of any error(s), omissions, typographical errors or incorrect information therein.
Kerry County Childcare Committee assumes no liability whatsoever for any damage resulting from use of this publication or its contents.
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The NCIP 2006-2010 is funded by the Irish Government under the National Development Plan 2007-2013

The EOCP 2000-2006 is funded by the Irish Government and part-financed by the European Union Structural Funds under the National Development Plan 2000-2006
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Part funded by the Health Service Executive

I just noticed the logos I think EU and Transforming Ireland and tag line are gone, its only DCYA pobal HSE…. I think….
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