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Issue 20:2026 Week: 18" - 22" May 2026

Dear Colleagues

These are the announcements for the 18" May - 22" May 2026 l@l 'i

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES

26" May 2026, 2 pm Applications for the Leadership for Inclusion Programme extended
29" May 2026 National CPD mapping exercise
2" June 2026, 3 pm Annual Early Years Sector Profile (deadline extended)

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ATTENT‘ON @‘Linc

LINC 2026/2027 Programme
(Closing date extended until Tuesday 26 May @ 2pm)

There is still time to apply for this fully funded Level 6
Programme. Through the LINC programme, graduates gain
Lead Educator/Room Leader status, participate in a DCDE

. . t‘ﬂ 2026/2027
fully funded programme and engage in a flexible blended =12 ACADEMIC YEAR

IN-PERSON
SATURDAY CLASSES

model of delivery. Please see https://lincprogramme.ie/ for in Tralee!

further details.

In-person Saturday classes in Tralee for the 2026 / 2027 BMC (i =

programme.

Please see https://lincprogramme.ie/ for further details.

Annual Early Years Sector Profile

The 2025/26 Annual Early Years Sector Profile (AEYSP) survey will be %\/
ears

available on the EY Hive until Tuesday 2" June 2026. All services are
encouraged to complete the survey. It is mandatory for all existing Core Funding Partner Services

complete the survey within the open window.


https://lincprogramme.ie/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flincprogramme.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439054980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UuYrETE3UIEg4seSqxqLoOhckkWxSfn7VL0gNHyZsWo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

National CPD Mapping Exercise

¥

An Roinn Leanai, Michuma
agus Comhionannais

Crowe lIreland, is undertaking a Mapping Exercise to identify existing CPD e e

The Department of Children, Disability and Equality (DCDE), in partnership with

opportunities across the Early Learning and Care (ELC), School-Age Childcare
(SAC) and Childminding sectors. The survey is open to everyone working in ELC, SAC & Childminding

and can be accessed here: DCDE CPD Mapping Exercise - Educators Survey It is available to submit

until 29" May. Please circulate amongst all staff. All feedback is welcome.

State-led Early Learning and Childcare- Expression of Interest

The Department of Children, Disability and Equality is seeking a not-for-profit

An Roinn Leanai, Michuma
agus Comhionannais
Department of Children,

operator for the first project under the new programme of capital investmentin Diability and Equality
State-led early learning and childcare. Applicants must be existing not-for-profit
early learning and childcare services, registered with Tusla and the Charities Regulator, and

participating in Core Funding.

Key dates for this process are as follows:

22 May 2026 Indicate interest in and availability for attending the site visit
27 May 2026 Submit any queries on the process

29 May 2026 Site visit

4 June 2026 Replies to queries will be issued

15 June 2026 Deadline for applications

(noon)

The application form and marking scheme can be accessed here, and the Application Selection
Process here. The plans and other details can be found at the following links:

Boundary details

Ground floor and roof plans

Creche sections and elevations

Queries relating to this process should be directed to elcbuildings@dcde.gov.ie

NCS Maintenance - Summer Reminder

Service providers are encouraged to review their calendars to reflect any CHTLDCARE

changes to the opening hours during the summer months. Please note that all Early Leaming & Care


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F17lstrj89ru1dyyb9ezykj%2Fexternal%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D5979771%26t%3D2575176&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439082279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GZ9zV%2BXUmECFF%2FGuclGf%2B3D5xLtGJp1jedRo0uUtY2o%3D&reserved=0
https://elc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com/145sh3ul3o/14naoq997wk13bb8evoje3?email=true&lang=en&a=5&p=6019611&t=2575176
https://elc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com/145sh3ul3o/19nqe91qsz313bb8evoje3?email=true&lang=en&a=5&p=6019611&t=2575176
https://elc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com/145sh3ul3o/160bspn0ex213bb8evoje3?email=true&lang=en&a=5&p=6019611&t=2575176
https://elc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com/145sh3ul3o/f9pp4o0b20v13bb8evoje3?email=true&lang=en&a=5&p=6019611&t=2575176
https://elc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com/145sh3ul3o/16z7fjzm6v413bb8evoje3?email=true&lang=en&a=5&p=6019611&t=2575176
mailto:elcbuildings@dcde.gov.ie

services are entitled to 10 subsidised closures. If a service intends to close for an extended period,
any existing claims for this period should be end-dated. For further information on service calendars,

please see the guidance available on the Early Years Hive here.

For further support please contact Pamela: pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com

Student Fast Track Assessment

The DCDE temporary student fast track assessment application process for

An Roinn Leanai, Michuma

students enrolled in a recognized level 6, 7 or 8 early years programme to support agus Comhionannais

Department of Children,
Disability and Equality

services to maintain staff capacity over the summer months is now open.
Students can access the application Form here. Once completed the application form should be

submitted to EYQualifications@dcde.gov.ie

If you require further support please contact: Kathryn: kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com

Jobs Board Advertising Childcare

®
o ) ‘ ’F o™ Committee

Remember it is free to advertise your vacancies on the Kerry County P countykery

Childcare Committee Jobs Board.

The more widespread your advertising the higher the response rate.

Email your vacancy details to Kathryn: kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com and we will ensure that

they are posted to our website Jobsboard. We also advertise our Jobsboard on our Facebook and
Instagram accounts.

Visit our Jobsboard here.

My Little Library 2026

Minister Foley has announced the launch of My Little

Library 2026.

/777¥‘\/ /\
The book bags for every child finishing pre-school and Is your child making y “o° o
the big jump from pre- \\ -//
. . . . . school to primary (=4 2
starting primary school in September are being delivered 0 :\‘A S
some great news for '
to libraries. -y N
o e
7 SO / Your child can collect
r\\: /‘ their My Little Library
. . . . . . . E: s == Bag today! Fly on
Please see links to invitations in English and Irish, QR i down toyour local
—_— library, we have lots of

books and resources!

codes to send to parents on WhatsApp and a poster for

your service.

n Right to Read  7X2. miattas Aivait esann Riliasoabivcann

atyour Library



http://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/how-to-guides/how-to-guides-ncs/service-calendar/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-children-disability-and-equality%2Fforms%2Fstudent-fast-track-application-form-for-temporary-permission-to-practise%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439460990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dStjP2wyvNLX00wC7LPC5oiMCJdklpiYGBg05sUP2p0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:EYQualifications@dcde.gov.ie
mailto:kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com
mailto:kathryn@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/local-jobs-board-for-kerry/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F11hoiv9o2d113bb8evoje3%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D5997174%26t%3D2688441&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439481960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dqMH3P2HeJOe0MKXAsrK%2FV3mnVTPBtUIKUF0EQFEeT8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F1r8grywk2du13bb8evoje3%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D5997174%26t%3D2688441&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439503204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YiZXtX04TORaINrSXmq7c8jDq4kstbnaDzMEmMKovqY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F1nbmvwf8rp213bb8evoje3%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D5997174%26t%3D2688441&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439523945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FE5bKAS5i6FbmI8xD3NXi5%2BXsDwk1wTNIjvndSIH4zs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F1nbmvwf8rp213bb8evoje3%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D5997174%26t%3D2688441&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439523945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FE5bKAS5i6FbmI8xD3NXi5%2BXsDwk1wTNIjvndSIH4zs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2Fropesjn6dtc13bb8evoje3%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D5997174%26t%3D2688441&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C2dbca99ef96b4ee205ad08deb262feb5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639144335439546158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1SllAexxs3Da5I5CNvjbMpfD5xjzlwVrkVbhfeWQiqk%3D&reserved=0

Playful Parenting Webinar (for Infant Mental Health Awareness Week)

—..m.: :
g

%2 Monday 8 June @ 10 am. Please scan the QR code to register
y

Playful Parenting with Dr Joanna Fortune, Psychotherapist, Author & Clinical Consultant

Early Childhood Ireland research on children's access to EY and SAC

Early Childhood Ireland invites Early Years (EY) and School Age Care (SAC) service providers,
managers, administrators, and educators/practitioners who are responsible for, or familiar with,
admissions decisions in their settings to take part in a survey exploring admissions policies and
practices in EY and SAC services. The survey will remain open until 10" June 2026 and can be

accessed here

Kerry County Childcare Committee

4 Childcare
We invite you to follow our Instagram page here, visit our website ’Fi Committee

here and like and follow our Facebook page for updates and relevant
content.
Kind regards

Kerry County Childcare Committee


https://www.earlychildhoodireland.ie/childrens-access-to-early-years-and-school-age-care/
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
http://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

