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This Week in Childcare i{ Childcare
y

Dear Colleagues

These are the announcements for the 8" - 12" June 2026 l@l li

DEADLINES / IMPORTANT DATES

16" June 2026 Linc Applications 2026/2027 closes

26" June 2026 Process for Continuing Students for NSLF closes

Programme Readiness for ECCE, NCS, and CCSP Saver

Programme 2026/2027 Q%‘/
ears

Programme Readiness for ECCE, NCS and the CCSP Saver Programme

2026/2027 is now available for services to complete on the Early Years Hive.

For further support contact Pamela: pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com

Programme Readiness for Core Funding 2026/2027 @%

Applications for the Core Funding 2026/2027 are now open. Partner ‘/MIFS

Services contracted for Core Funding 2025/2026 that have completed the

May Review and Confirm process and have an approved status can auto-populate their application
using the information from the most recently approved 2025/26 Core Funding application. All
retrospective Update Due Dates(s) for the 2025/2026 Core Funding programme year must be
actioned before beginning the new application.

Following submission providers will have 21-days to accept the Core Funding Partner Service
Funding Agreement 2026/2027. Additional resources are available under the Help and

Support section on the EY Hive. You can access the Core Funding Year 5 (2026/2027) Funding

Agreement here. The Overview of the changes to Core Funding Year 5 can be found here.

For further support contact Pamela: pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fcorefundingguides%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C262e5a0540974f4e10c808dec85feb50%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639168511489914184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oEY2Q8FzH3iBtXWmVL1QW0JsqCdYBCOL9c5P%2BYkyjmU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fcorefundingguides%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C262e5a0540974f4e10c808dec85feb50%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639168511489914184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oEY2Q8FzH3iBtXWmVL1QW0JsqCdYBCOL9c5P%2BYkyjmU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F3cy326jfvhj1dyyb9ezykj%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D6086822%26t%3D2575197&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C262e5a0540974f4e10c808dec85feb50%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639168511489941664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B1jAKw0tGPL3bjInSYIepLphnar%2Busqs7NOgPbyYmug%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2Fj6wuv58r63e1dyyb9ezykj%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D5%26p%3D6086822%26t%3D2575197&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C262e5a0540974f4e10c808dec85feb50%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639168511489963946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xHNimIkzyzFw6V2kY80J2kt0KemM5iB7P7SOiILCPPk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

Updated Aistear Workshop **5 spaces remaining **

Kerry CCC are holding a workshop on the updated Aistear framework.

This information packed session will explore the updated language, concepts,
principles, guidance for good practice and learning goals in Aistear the Early Childhood Curriculum
Framework (2024).

This Session will take place in Kerry County Childcare offices on the following date: Tuesday 16
June 6.30pm -9.00pm.

Bookings: rachel@kerrycountychildcare.com

Updated Aistear
Workshop

Kerry CCC are holding aworkshop on
the updated Aistear framework.

This information packed session will
explore the updated language, concepts,
principles, guidance for good practice anc
learning goals in Aistear the Early
Childhood Curriculum Framework (2024). ("

Location: Kerry County Childcare Office
Date: Tuesday 16™ June 2026 i
Time: 6.30pm — 9.00pm. eqr

Free to all ELC and SAC Educators
5 Spaces Remaining

Bookings: rachel@kerrycountychildcare.com
066 7181582

* Childcare
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Nurturing Skills Learner Fund - Continuing Students 2026/27

A VR
The process for Nurturing Skills Learner Fund (NSLF) Continuous Students :
to confirm their eligibility for the coming academic year 2026/2027 is now
open and will close on 26 June 2026 at 5pm. Continuing students are existing students who
successfully received NSLF funding for academic year 2024/2025 and/or 2025/2026 and are

eligible to continue to receive funding for academic year 2026/2027.

Itis the responsibility of the student to confirm their eligibility and failure to do so will resultin NSLF
funding being withdrawn. Once eligibility is confirmed, a new letter of Conditional Funding will be
issued for the academic year 2026/2027. Resources from the recent training sessions held in May

2026 can be found in the resources section of the NSLF Student Portal and here.


mailto:rachel@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Ftraining-videos%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C262e5a0540974f4e10c808dec85feb50%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639168511489988232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BeTiFX%2BxeycopA4%2BHLgyTVYJ22KukDJ6elZeK2drehk%3D&reserved=0

The Transfer of Ownership process for the 2025 programme call remains open.

AIM level 5 Transfer of Ownership AlM
o

ACCESS

All services with AIM Level 5 equipment supporting children who are expected to INCLUSIONHMOPEL
complete their ECCE eligibility at the end of the 2025/2026 programme year are strongly
encouraged to complete the transfer of ownership process as soon as possible. Equipment
provided under AIM Level 5 must not be removed from the pre-school setting until the transfer of

ownership process has been fully completed. Further information can be found here.

AIM level 7 AlM
| Ryl

As part of the AIM Level 7 redesign, the level of support allocated to a child is —

now determined following the submission of their AIM Level 4 application and

the subsequent review of the child’s needs by Better Start. AIM Level 4 application should be
submitted as early as possible for any child intending to access AIM Level 7 supports for the
2026/2027 programme call. Preliminary decisions on the level of support determined at the AIM
Level 4 application stage will be issued from early July.

Where a child has an existing AIM Level 7 application under the 2025/2026 programme call and
remains eligible for an additional year of support, no action is required at this time. Service
providers are asked not to withdraw these applications in advance of the 2026/2027 programme
call and can expect preliminary decisions to be issued from early July.

Itis advised that AIM Level 7 Non-term applications for the current programme call are submitted

as soon as possible.

Back to School Allowance - Now available for 2-3 year ¢ @
L OPEN!)

olds for eligible families SCHOOL 7

) %

The Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance is now open, 2026 t-g OPEN FROM

3 JUNE 2026

and for the first time, eligible children aged 2 and 3 are now B o
POST PRIMARY

. EARLY YEARS PRIMARY Ages12to22
7 Ages2to3 , Agesdtoll W57 v

included.Many families will receive the payment automatically, but if

you do not receive a notification and think you may qualify, you can

apply through MyWelfare. Please share this with other parents who

might not realise that younger children can now be included too.

Kind regards

Kerry County Childcare Committee


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fbetter-start-aim%2Fbetter-start-aim5%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C262e5a0540974f4e10c808dec85feb50%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639168511490010862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QXHiIHhMQhqzWiE%2F6oUKYCaqT7ZBQ9iIA2gfHPOdjA0%3D&reserved=0

