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This Week in Childcare ’i“ Childcare
Y

Dear Colleagues

These are the announcements for the 14"~ 18" September 2026 l@l n

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES

17" September 2026 QIP Plan opens for programme year 2026 / 2027

9" October 2026 Learner Fund Bursary for Graduates and Childminders close

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Fee Table and Parent Statement Approvals Process 2026/2027

The Fee Table & Parent Statement Approval Process has begun for 2026/27. Pamela

will be in contact with you once she has reviewed the fee table & parent statement for your service. This new
process is more complex than approval processes we have completed in previous years. Every effort is
being made to review fee tables and parent statements promptly, your patience will be greatly appreciated
over the coming weeks and months. Further information on the approvals process can be found in the DCDE

announcement, attached.

2026/2027 Quality and Inclusive Plan (QIP) W ik

The 2026/27 Quality and Inclusive Plan (QIP Plan) template opened on the Core Funding  cy ool

Contractual Requirements Reporting System www.cfcrrs.ie this week. The deadline for
submission of the 2026/27 QIP Plan is Monday 2" November 2026. The 2026/27 QIP Plan guidance document
and Technical Guidance Videos can be found here. The CCC'’s are available to support with the submitting
QIP’s.

Nurturing Skills
Learner Fund Graduate and Childminder Bursary 2026

The 2026 Learner Fund Graduate and Childminder Bursary opened for applications on Monday 14"

September and will close at 5pm on Friday 9" October 2026. For applications forms email

eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com Completed applications must be received within the deadline by your

local County Childcare Committee (CCC) who will process applications, for appraisal by the DCDE.


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cfcrrs.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C95eaf8fe5b5f45b1418608df1563bd56%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639253190264103969%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i6vQXmkfoBcCpXzLGpQwelQgvIBWZD4lqv%2FTWAoJM3E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C95eaf8fe5b5f45b1418608df1563bd56%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639253190264135954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0lUA10waoGzsEpjGq7AFcCoZdjqQ2FykbQEiWMF2RJA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

The AIM Level 1 application process has opened on EY Hive for services with new

AIM Level 1 Application Process for new Graduates AlM
'

ACCESS

graduates of the LINC programme. Applications received by 5pm on Thursday 22" INCLUSION MODEL
October 2026 will be awarded the additional capitation from the Inclusion Co-

Ordinator’s employment start date relevant to the 2026/2027 programme year. Applicants are encouraged to
apply early, as any applications received after this date will not be backdated. Guidance on applications can

be found here.

Service Need Review (AIM Level 7)

As you are aware AIM Level 7 has been redesigned this year. AIM Level 7 support is automatically awarded
during NCS hours for children with a confirmed NCS claim once their AIM Level 7 confirmation form has been
confirmed. Services need to complete a Service Need Review where a child does not require AIM Level 7
support during their National Childcare Scheme (NCS) hours, including NCS Wraparound and NCS Only
hours.

The process has changed from an opt-in model to an opt-out model. Where a service determines that a child
does not require AIM Level 7 support for some or all their NCS hours, a Service Need Review must be
submitted. The review functionality for the 2026/2027 programme year is not yet available on Early Years Hive.
Reviews can be submitted through the Requests page using the following categories: Programme: AIM Level

7 Request Type: Review Request Type Detail: Standard

Bia Blasta

If you are an existing Bia Blasta service or are a new Bia Blasta service who has received an \if AR
invite from DCDE to participate, please review the Announcement on Hive dated 315 August

2026 to check the next steps needed to ensure funding is allocated.

Equal Start

Equal Start Staffing Supports programme year 2026/2027 is now open and will operate from
15 September 2026 to 31°* August 2027.
Services eligible for Equal Start Staffing Supports will have received a notification on the Early Years Hive.

Further information on Equal start can be found here.

2026 Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Forum

The 2026 Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) Forum takes place in Croke Park, Dublin on 17%"

November 2026. Information on the forum and links to register your interest in attending can be found here


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fhow-to-guides%2Fbetter-start-aim%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C95eaf8fe5b5f45b1418608df1563bd56%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639253190264159825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0KAEwdgtsUSb3dsgc%2FzE6KM4E%2Bh3mBAM239obo30fkk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2FSignIn%3FReturnUrl%3D%252Fsupport%252F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C95eaf8fe5b5f45b1418608df1563bd56%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639253190264182999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lMfdpuERqTrHIGLzz1Wcsghq1ePOvz%2Bka0xOo64Em4k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-equalstart%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cc0bad91e24a44da1c0b508df0ff2b806%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639247207916274741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2ByJsyFXFo0q5suF9E78eVbMg%2B8wGZk%2BHhrcEP5rE9ow%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felc-sac-sector-comms.newsweaver.com%2F145sh3ul3o%2F19f7go56uoe13bb8evoje3%3Femail%3Dtrue%26lang%3Den%26a%3D6%26p%3D6291580%26t%3D2575208&data=05%7C02%7Crachel%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cd8834167f198431da57b08df0a61d03f%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639241087412271280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NVh%2FagA3%2Fzy3XwzXhFt3TonyD9uO9wk5ZGQgmlpKWWU%3D&reserved=0

Free online CPD Webinars

Kerry CCC and Child & Adolescent Psychotherapist Hayley Rice
are excited to host two online webinars for ELC and SAC

Educators and Childminders.

Participants may book onto one or both webinars.
One form per participant

Details on the webinars are below.

Supporting Big Emotions - Online
Sept 4™, 2026
19.00-21.00

This practical session will explore what’s happening beneath

Conte Cieam Laars CHarn
CPD Webinars
for ELC, SAC Educators and Childminders

Join Child & Adol Psychotherapist Hayley Rice
for two practical online webinars:

Supporting Big Emotions
Sept 24" 2026
® 19.00 -21.00

This practical session will explore what's happening
beneath children’s big emotions and how we can support
regulation, connection and sensory needs.

Understanding and Responding to Behaviour
8th Oct 2026
19.00 - 21.00

Exol;lore how we can look beneath behaviour, respond \
rather than react, and support children with clear,
i and F iate bot ies.

Y Gpprop!

Bookings via MS Forms

Participants can book one or both webinars
Please specify webinar/s you are booking and
ensure your email add is included to reci
the links.

children’s big emotions and how we can support regulation, connection and sensory needs.

Join the session and go away with:

o Aclearer understanding of what’s happening in the nervous system during big emotions

e Greater confidence in recognising regulation and dysregulation

e Anunderstanding of how sensory needs can influence emotions and behaviour

e Anintroduction to the eight sensory systems and why they matter

e Practical sensory and movement-based strategies to support regulation

e Simple ways to create environments that help children feel safe, regulated and ready to engage

Understanding and Responding to Behaviour - Online
8th Oct 2026
19.00 -21.00

Explore how we can look beneath behaviour, respond rather than react, and support children with clear,

relational and developmentally appropriate boundaries.

Join the session and go away with:

e Abetter understanding of what children may be communicating through their behaviour

e Practical tools for responding rather than reacting in challenging moments

e Greater confidence in setting and holding clear, appropriate boundaries

e Strategies for moving from punishment towards teaching and skill-building

¢ Relational approaches that balance connection with accountability

e Practical language and responses you can use in everyday situations

Bookings: Hayley Rice Webinars —Fill in form



https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fe%2FArqy4ZVdSJ&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C1cdce4f2730f4ba6806608df01f1c2d8%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639231809988561938%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CNLyESq8EJ6EmKzTn15NFCgesdsi%2BsV3MGT5Q5TuQ6U%3D&reserved=0

Tusla Early Years Inspectorate Regulatory Notice

Js

Tusla have published a Regulatory Notice regarding First Aid Requirements in pre-school
services. This notice applies only to pre-school services not to School Age of Childminding services. Click

here for notice.

Road Safety Week

Takes place 05" - 12" October 2026. The RSA has helpful information and resources available via
their webpage. Packs for national Beep Beep Day are available to order, please note stocks are

limited.
Nurturing Skills

This website is your central hub to find information on how the Government . .

| | , | A, Nurturing Sills
is supporting your profession, how you can advance your skills, how you can .

plan your career and how you can enter the profession. You will find information on Career development,
Qualifications, the learning hub with learning programmes and an array or resources to support your further

development, support practice, and personal growth. You can access the nurturing skills webpage here.

Exploring and Understanding the Updated Aistear in practice:

A National Webinar Series ‘ ‘i;‘e &

The NSAI hosted several webinars earlier this year on understanding the updated Aistear in

practice. The recording of the webinars is on the Nurturing Skills website and can be accessed here

QQIl Level 5 Early Learning and Care

Free part time QQI Level 5 in Early Learning and Care. Delivered 3 mornings per week and based in Ardfert.

Contact Kerry College or scan the QR code for further information.

K Q.

Early Learning &
Care Certificate

Shape Young Minds, Build Your Future g

Gain the knowledge, skills and competence to work
independently and as part of a team with children aged 0~
6 years across a range of Early Learning and Care settings.

. Part-time delivery: 3 mornings per week.

Opportunity to progress to the Level 6 Early Learning & Care
Advanced Certificate.

Starting 4 November 2026

Forfurter details ° business@kerrycollegeie 0667149686 or scan the QR code



https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fuploads%2Fcontent%2FEYI-RN12.8_First_Aid_requirements_in_pre-school_services_.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cc0bad91e24a44da1c0b508df0ff2b806%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639247207916300931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OwxBIC1yWYUj7j9nmBdud%2F2cFajornU6aMhxEVjXn8k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tusla.ie%2Fuploads%2Fcontent%2FEYI-RN12.8_First_Aid_requirements_in_pre-school_services_.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cc0bad91e24a44da1c0b508df0ff2b806%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639247207916300931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OwxBIC1yWYUj7j9nmBdud%2F2cFajornU6aMhxEVjXn8k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rsa.ie%2Froad-safety%2Feducation%2Fpre-primary&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cc0bad91e24a44da1c0b508df0ff2b806%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639247207916347628%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jgf%2FOP6qZHPDAj0IGWlpqm%2BqV3ehIwwbI4kOCPGTFQY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurturingskills.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cc0bad91e24a44da1c0b508df0ff2b806%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639247207916370285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tnws5NfvWsxXzZEMsDvME%2B5LzNbhlFKHyhMP5p4yrPs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nurturingskills.ie%2Fwebinars%2Fexploring-and-understanding-the-updated-aistear-in-practice-a-national-webinar-series%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C95eaf8fe5b5f45b1418608df1563bd56%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639253190264255676%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iqGyyY2c6nU4Bxf360DscO0h3qEqrw6IKm7615QT%2FF0%3D&reserved=0

CPD Webinar for Lead Educators, Assistant Managers and Managers

' . Childcare
'F# Committee

Kerry CCC and Maureen McOwen (Soft Skills for Success) are

CPD Webinar

for Lead Educators, Assistant Managers and Managers

excited to host this online webinar for Lead Educators,

Deputy Manager and Managers.

Tuesday 6™ October 2026

© 7.00pm - 9.00pm

Join Ma (Softskitls Yor Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com
this online interactive workshop aimed at
duvslfapip_gyourlmdsrmi.p sk_lls and Min j

p p g Y
with colleagues, parents, team members, Board
members and other key stakeholders.

Limited Spaces Available

Limited spaces available
Bookings :
@ eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com

@ 066 7181582

Kerry County Childcare Committee
Childcare

[°]
We invite you to follow our Instagram page here, visit our website here and ’,‘i Committee

Colste Ciram Leanal Chiarral

like and follow our Facebook page for updates and relevant content.
Kind regards,

Kerry County Childcare Committee


https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
http://www.kerrycountychildcare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

