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Dear Colleagues

These are the announcements for the 26" - 30" October 2026 l@l n

DEADLINES/IMPORTANT DATES

1°* November 2026 November Review and Confirm window opens
2" November 2026 QIPP Plan closes for programme year 2026/2027
FOR YOUR INFORMATION R oo,

Coiste Ciram Lesrss Chiarral

Kerry CCC Office Closure — Contact Arrangements

Please note that our office will be closed on the following dates to facilitate painting and maintenance.

e Monday 2" November

e Tuesday 3™ November

e Monday 9" November

e Tuesday 10" November
Staff will be working remotely and you can contact us as normal on our office line 066 7181582 and your call
will be directed to the relevant member of staff. Alternatively individual staff members can be contacted via

email or on their mobile numbers.

November Review and Confirm window W
Together

The November Review and Confirm window will open from 1% - 14" November 2026. Early iuBeFter

Partner Services can complete their Review and Confirm with two options available:

Review and Confirm with Changes

Review and Confirm without Changes

As per the announcements posted on 19" and 22" October, Partner Services are reminded of the importance
of reviewing and ensuring that their Service Profile and Core Funding application information, which is used to
calculate Core Funding allocations for Core Funding Programme Year 5 (2026/2027), is accurate and up to date.
A guidance video, created by the Department of Children, Disability and Equality’s (DCDE), is available HERE to

support Partner Services.


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1215814762%2Fc37ee41c52&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C0807d521b8084f43728408df366ed869%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639289521879923545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UHEcr9yqbD8kUk4ENRRiQSGEP144czTF92BlsEF%2FO8k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/kerryccc2026/
https://www.facebook.com/KerryCountyChildcareCommittee/

Mid Term - EY Hive Q%

If your service offers additional care for children over the mid-term break, your calendar YMI‘S
and children’s registrations should reflect this for the week. You can adjust the hours of

attendance if required for the week.

2026/2027 Quality and Inclusive Plan (QIP)

The deadline for submission of the 2026/27 QIPP is Monday 2 November 2026. The

2026/27 QIPP guidance document and Technical Guidance Videos can be found here.

Be Winter Ready

Be Winter Ready page provides important details for services on being prepared, keeping An Roinn Leanai, Michuma

agus Comhionannais
Department of Children,
Disability and Equality

informed of weather updates and advisories and decision making on possible service
closures.
Please be aware that an application for Force Majeure, including evidence of the requirement to close, must be
submitted to Pobal in the event of a service closure within 5 working days.
You can find the application form here, and it must be submitted by a Request on the Early Years Hive, selecting
the following dropdown options:

e Request programme type: User Account Management

e Requesttype: Force Majeure

e Requesttype detail: Standard Force Majeure

Guidance on Maintaining a Core Funding Application and Service

Profile for Programme Year 5

In advance of the commencement of Core Funding Compliance Inspections 2026/2027, the Department of
Children, Disability and Equality (DCDE) has developed a document on Maintaining a Core Funding Application

and Service Profile for Programme Year 5.

This guidance is a support and reminder for Partner Services to keep their Core Funding Application and Service
Profile data up to date to comply with the Terms and Conditions of the Agreement for the provision of Core

Funding in Programme Year 5 (2026/2027). The document can be found here.

Fee Table and Parent Statement Approvals Process 2026/2027

The Fee Table & Parent Statement Approval Process has begun for 2026/27. Pamela will be
in contact with you once she has reviewed the fee table & parent statement for your

service. This new process is more complex than approval processes we have completed in previous years.


https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7Cfe4d240d6cbc48125ca108df25e24d0e%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639271326062045388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MQTGItGk58%2Bxnn6KzSELdJHBqr9AJtqIlvlvhj2%2BFME%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fdepartment-of-defence%2Fpublications%2Fschools-and-early-learning-and-childcare-services-severe-weather-be-winter-ready%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C455d0d8006d5455f367e08df30e31cd5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639283424144116998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VmTlvyL9NCzBmanoHWv%2BfZVFuO8BW6Wu%2ByWzG5Nbqhw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fcross-programme-documents%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C455d0d8006d5455f367e08df30e31cd5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639283424144146282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0BWQ7kEs%2BI8F3HU1oM8x3iT0l5zbwIvE8lThAJrO6x4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2FSignIn%3FReturnUrl%3D%2Fsupport%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C455d0d8006d5455f367e08df30e31cd5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639283424144177884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0OCeLP7FhW92E%2BfnVtbP4E1AZX%2FtjmpOdbHMO5ftbOw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fearlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie%2Fdownloads%2Fdownload-corefunding%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C455d0d8006d5455f367e08df30e31cd5%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639283424144205123%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M74TEU6uw0Re6%2BKNf%2FqdlZJvjHlDhZquj7VzsgE5dQM%3D&reserved=0

Every effort is being made to review fee tables and parent statements promptly, your patience will be greatly
appreciated over the coming weeks and months.

For further information or support please contact Pamela: pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com

Aim level 7 Training Session AlM

You are invited to attend an AIM Level 7 end-to-end process training session. The sessions V
AC

'CESS &
INCLUSION MODEL

will be held on 5" and 9" November 2026. Join the Early Years Trainers to explore the full
AIM Level 7 process and journey through AIM Level 7 scenarios.
In this training session, you will explore the AIM Level 7:

End-to-End Process, Capitations & Allocations, Child-Need & Service-Need Reviews, AIM Level 7 Scenarios

Webinar Registration Links:

AIM Level 7 End to End Process Training - Session 1: 5 November 2026,10:30 am

AIM Level 7 End to End Process Training - Session 2: 5 November 2026, 6:30 pm

AIM Level 7 End to End Process Training - Session 3: 9 November 2026, 2:30 pm

4 Childcare
New Aistear Workshops - Kerry County Childcare Committee i ovnee

Colste Ciram Leanai Chiarral

National Siolta Alstear Initiative

Aistear Workshops

Thursday 5™ November 6.30pm - 8.30pm
KCCC Training Room
For Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com

Workshop One: Bringing Aistear’s Image of the
Baby, Toddler and Young Child to Life in
Practice.

During this workshop we will explore Aistear’s
image of babies, toddlers & young children, and
reflect on what this means for your practice.
Identifying ways to bring this image to life in your
unique settings.

Workshop Two: Bringing Aistear’s Image of the
Educator to life in Practice.

Explore Aister’s image of the educator, and
reflect on how to intrepret and represent Aistear
within your individual settings.

Small Resource pack for each
service in attendance

National Siolta Aistear Initiative

Aistear Workshops

Thursday 19" November 6.30pm - 8.30pm
KCCC Training Room
For Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com

Workshop Three: Strengthening Emergent and
Enquiry Based Practice.

Reflect on the importance of and consider how
to imbed a rights based, emergent and enquiry
based practice in your setting.

Workshop Four: Exploring education for
Sustainable development in Practice.

Aimed at deepening your understanding of ESD
within Aistear and related policy.
Supporting educators to recognise and
strengthen sustainable practices in their
settings.

Small Resource pack for each service
in attendance

Thursday 5" November 18.30 — 20.30 ***4 places remaining***

1. Bringing Aistear’s Image of the Baby, Toddler and Young Child to Life in Practice &
2. Bringing Aistear’s Image of the Educator to Life in Practice



mailto:pamela@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Feb534e12-63e5-4187-a8fe-0f7f68e4a493%40aeae5436-a997-489f-b0e1-ae283ced47f7%3Fsource%3DcopyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C0807d521b8084f43728408df366ed869%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639289521880075903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D1vZ8Owvgoqth4x%2F8qny%2BepidhM3ebO%2FoQrSrr2TObI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F6e1dea57-54c3-44ce-8dca-28db7de94547%40aeae5436-a997-489f-b0e1-ae283ced47f7%3Fsource%3DcopyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C0807d521b8084f43728408df366ed869%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639289521880100190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OevKJFHi%2FTg6irAf5ReABIFjbFhj45PBEI7ulyyOzIo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F083a5f66-d014-4c92-a827-4368179d5c1f%40aeae5436-a997-489f-b0e1-ae283ced47f7%3Fsource%3DcopyLinkLegacyShareLinkDialog&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C0807d521b8084f43728408df366ed869%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639289521880124683%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JKcSaq9RN2V0YWB9BGK1VlA5zqCFtdCBdk3HsruAWB0%3D&reserved=0

Thursday 19" November 18.30 - 20.30 ***6 places remaining***

3. Strengthening Emergent and Enquiry based Practice
4. Exploring Education for Sustainable Development in Practice

Further your knowledge and understanding of the updated Aistear (2024) and explore how the framework can
support meaningful learning and development for babies, toddlers, and young children.

These practical workshops will also help services complete their Core Funding Quality and Inclusive Practice
Plan for the 2026/27 programme year, as all areas of practice are aligned with the curriculum pillars of the
Aistear Siolta Practice Guide.

= Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com Max 3 per service

Christmas Network and Natural Wreath Making Workshop Invitation

We are delighted to invite you and your staff team to an ELC, SAC and Childminders informal social
Christmas networking event and Natural Wreath Making Workshop with Mauras Cottage Flowers.

https://www.maurascottageflowers.ie/

This will be an excellent opportunity to meet with colleagues and friends in the sector.
The event will take place in the Meadowlands Hotel on Thursday 3" December 2026, commencing

6.30pm. Refreshments and finger food will be provided.

Places are limited, so initially we will be taking bookings for 4 people per service, but if you would like

to add more names, we will be operating a waiting list.

Kerry County Childcare
Committee

invite you to join us foran - Can you please book your place before

evening of Networking: including

a Christmas HEEEEREE 1) Thursday 26" November 2026, remembering to

e BTN Workshop with
2 Maura’s Cottage Flowers

;/3 CHRISTMAS
\ NETWORK

03

DECEMBER

provide details of any dietary requirements.

Bookings: eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com

AT 6.30 PM
Workshop starting at 6.45pm

Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee « ,

Bookings: \!/Jj ”

. eilishekerrycountychildcare.com

«§ »



mailto:eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com
https://www.maurascottageflowers.ie/
mailto:eilish@kerrycountychildcare.com

Webinars for Early Years Educators
1. Science in STEAM - Getting Started with Ideas for Science Week 2026 for Early Childhood
Educators & Junior/Senior Infant Teachers & SNAs 4.11.26
This webinar will provide practical ideas and inspiration to help early childhood educators and infant

teachers foster curiosity, exploration, and scientific thinking in meaningful and age-appropriate ways.

Wednesday 4" November 2026, 7-8 pm, Facilitator: Dr Paula Walshe
Preschool staff registration link only:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__5M1SbLFSpKjQ-QTb5iWww

2. Exploring Al and Al Literacy with Our Youngest Learners for Early Childhood Educators &
junior/Senior Infant Teachers & SNAs 18.11.26
This webinar explores how early childhood educators and infant teachers can begin introducing age-
appropriate concepts of Al and Al literacy, helping young children develop the skills to engage with

emerging technologies thoughtfully, critically, and responsibly.

Wednesday 18" November 2026, 7-8 pm, Facilitator: Dr Paula Walshe
Preschool staff registration link only:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN wsr7Uu3NR3Kii84rPQiEUw

Happy Halloween!
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__5M1SbLFSpKjQ-QTb5iWww
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_wsr7Uu3NR3Kii84rPQiEUw&data=05%7C02%7CEilish%40kerrycountychildcare.com%7C0807d521b8084f43728408df366ed869%7C1ae1664687174e84a2d3295c33b6d9d5%7C0%7C0%7C639289521880173189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IhgzuPxuXH15IIbk03qWt7vMDClDbCZtK9j%2BNUXXw3k%3D&reserved=0

